Catholic Bishops in Georgia, Montana, and Colorado opposed state personhood amendments for the pre-born

Judie Brown is a principled "pro-personhood" pro-lifer.  Her national organization, 

American Life League, has provided information, materials, education, and advocacy for the personhood of the pre-born for many years.  Judie Brown is also Roman Catholic.  Her accurate article below, reporting the non-support and opposition of the Catholic Bishops in three states:  Georgia, Montana, and Colorado, can be verified and readily independently documented by a variety of on-line resources. 

"Judie Brown is president and co-founder of American Life League, the nation's largest grassroots pro-life educational organization."

I admire Judie Brown's principled pro-life position and her courage to speak the truth.  I also pray she will be delivered from the false teaching of the Roman Catholic religion.  If she is not already saved, I pray that she will be born-again, saved by grace alone, through faith alone, 

in the Saviour alone.

However I will also add that the non-support and opposition of the hierarchy of the Roman Catholic Church, as manifested by the non-support and opposition of the seven bishops from three states (GA, MT, CO) mentioned in Judie Brown's informative article below, is paralleled, by the non-support and opposition of the National Right to Life Committee.

Here in South Carolina, the executive director of the SC chapter of National Right to Life actually approached the SC House legislator who was the primary sponsor of the 

"Right to Life Act of SC" Personhood Bill, and tried to dissuade him from further advocacy of the bill.  SC Citizens for Life tried to kill the SC Personhood Bill.

Similar experiences with non-support by National Right to Life has been experienced 

in other states as well. 

So principled "pro-personhood" pro-lifers have two additional enemies they may not 

have realized were actually working against their efforts to establish personhood for the 

pre-born with state-level personhood bills and constitutional amendments:  

the Roman Catholic Church hierarchy (bishops and above, all the way to the Vatican), and National Right to Life.    

To paraphrase what Oswald Chambers says in so many words in a couple of his daily devotionals in "My Utmost For His Highest" - "Good" is the ENEMY of God's "Best."  

The incrementalist, abortion-murder regulation strategy of National Right to Life, is the 

ENEMY of those principled "pro-personhood" pro-lifers who are working to not just 

"regulate" abortion, but to END it !

God's requirement for Murder is Justice, not Regulation !

"The Lord reigneth; ... righteousness and judgment are the habitation of His throne."   

Psalm 97:1a,2b

Steve Lefemine, pro-life missionary

dir. Columbia Christians for Life

Columbia, South Carolina

January 27, 2009

Judie Brown column

We remain steadfast, but...   

www.renewamerica.us/columns/brown/080307
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Over the last few weeks, something rather bizarre has occurred in the pro-life movement and it is difficult for me to get my arms around it.  So, I have decided to share the puzzlement I am experiencing in the hopes that others, upon reading this, will join me in a fervent Lenten prayer for healing.

This past January 17, as a personhood proposal was being presented as a way to amend Georgia's state constitution, the two bishops in that state made a public statement in opposition to it. They wrote, "As the Catholic bishops of Georgia we, along with our brother bishops throughout the world, have unceasingly advocated for the sanctity of human life and continually supported legislative efforts to increase protection of human life."

They claim to agree with the "objectives" of the proposed state constitutional amendment but oppose the approach because it "does not provide a realistic opportunity for ending or reducing abortion in Georgia."

A few weeks later, on February 26, the two Catholic bishops in Montana issued a statement expressing their views 

on a proposed personhood amendment to the Montana state constitution. They wrote, "We, the Catholic Bishops of Montana, remain steadfast in our commitment to defend human life in all of its stages, from conception to natural death."

They went on to commend the "objective" of the efforts to amend the state's constitution, but pointed out that they support efforts to amend the U.S. Constitution rather than the state's. They wrote that they "do not believe that CI-100 is the most beneficial venue to pursue necessary change."  They listed several strategies which they deem appropriate at the state level, including funding pregnancy centers, providing support for expectant mothers and passing a law requiring parental notice with judicial bypass prior to a minor acquiring an abortion.
Two days later, the Colorado Catholic Conference issued a statement regarding the proposal by Colorado for Equal Rights to amend the Colorado state constitution with personhood language. In that statement, the Colorado Catholic Conference said, "We commend the goal of this effort to end abortion... but we do not believe that this year's Colorado Personhood Amendment is the best means to pursue this issue at this time."

The Colorado conference denied that any of the bishops had lent their support to the personhood initiative being promoted by Colorado for Equal Rights even though Bishop Tafoya, one of the three bishops in Colorado, had his picture taken with the campaign leader, Keith Mason, and had given every indication that he supported the effort.
The thread that ties these three separate actions together is the realization that even though these seven Catholic bishops in three states all share the goal of doing all they can to end the slaughter of the innocents, they also agree that personhood amendments to state constitutions are not realistic, timely or the best way to do things. Statements like those I have just excerpted are the source of my confusion.

For the record and, if I may say so, for the babies, allow me to point a few things out.

It was not anyone in the pro-life movement, but rather United States Supreme Court Justice Harry Blackmun who wrote in the Roe v. Wade decision, "If this suggestion of personhood is established, the appellant's [abortion] case, of course, collapses, for the fetus' right to life is then guaranteed specifically by the [14th] Amendment."
In other words, if those who understand that a preborn child is a person from the point of his creation want to restore absolute legal protection to children, then personhood must be established in the law. Justice Blackmun did not tell us how personhood could be established, but he did give us a clue and this is why so many pro-life activists have chosen to do what they can to propose personhood amendments to the various state constitutions. The hope is that one 

of these proposals will be passed by the people and if it eventually arrives at the U.S. Supreme Court, the actual merits of personhood will be argued.
Further, on March 7, 1974, Cardinal Humberto Medeiros spoke at a United States Senate Judiciary Committee 

hearing for the entire National Conference of Catholic Bishops and told the senators that any proposed constitutional amendment "...should clearly establish that, from conception onward, the unborn child is a human person in the terms 

of the Constitution."
In that same statement, Cardinal Medeiros also made it perfectly clear that every proposal should be "universal and without exceptions."

So, a totally pro-abortion Supreme Court justice and a cardinal of the Roman Catholic Church both came to the 

same conclusion: Personhood is the key to ending the tyranny of the abortion empire in America. And yet when we have three actively dedicated pro-life organizations pursuing the very goal that Cardinal Medeiros encouraged, we 

also have Catholic bishops publicly distancing themselves from such efforts and opposing them in a variety of ways.
This is discouraging, but not surprising. In fact, it is a harbinger of things to come if those committed to pro-life principle do not press on rather than succumb to a spirit of despair.
Now is not the time to accept defeat simply because of the negative statements coming forth from Catholic conferences whether in the east, the west or anywhere in between. We cannot change the statements of those 

Church leaders who have chosen to oppose personhood efforts, but on the other hand, we cannot abandon the very principle that is foundational to all pro-life efforts not only in Montana, Georgia and Colorado ­ but everywhere else.
Among the many legal minds who have contributed to the fundamental strategy that underlies the necessary pro-life legal efforts in these three states is that of the wise Notre Dame law professor Charles Rice. In 35 years, he has never changed his perspective on personhood. What he said in 1973 he continues to say today. He teaches that it was the denial of personhood that was the foundation for everything that the Nazis did to the Jews, the Christians and others 

under their regime. The idea of relegating entire classes of people to subhuman status was the crux of the Nazi euthanasia program and all the gruesome acts that followed it.
Professor Rice ties that very attitude of annihilation by dehumanization directly to the abortion industry of today. And as he has written, the affirmation of the non-personhood of the preborn child means that the particular human beings who fall into this category are subject to all manner of cruelty and abuse, including death because they have no rights ­ they are not human beings according to the law.
This alone should give rise to a total advocacy of personhood on the part of every single pro-life American in our day and age. Whether a Catholic prelate or a man on the street, there is no denying that the culture of death now has a tragic grip on the thought process of those in authority in our nation and that must change.
As Professor Rice so eloquently wrote, "Roe applies precisely the principle that underlay the Nazi extermination 

of the Jews, that an innocent human being can be declared to be a non-person and subjected to death at the discretion of those who regard him as unfit or unwanted. The justices, who triggered the abortion avalanche by 

their own free decision, are no more defensible than the Nazi judges who acquiesced in the crimes of that regime and the functionaries who administered its decrees at Auschwitz and similar places."
As if that were not enough, he concluded on this sober note, "The Court will allow states to enact marginal restrictions on surgical abortions, but those abortions are becoming obsolete because of early abortifacient 

drugs and devices."
So, I am left bewildered and anguished by these questions: Why not personhood? How can one be steadfast and at the same time oppose such sensible strategies?
As Alan Keyes warned, "The evil that we fight is but a shadow of the evil that we do."

____________________________________________________________________________

Judie Brown is president and co-founder of American Life League, the nation's largest grassroots pro-life educational organization.

She is currently serving her second five-year term as a member of the Pontifical Academy for Life in Rome. 

Daily Catholic cited her as one of the top 100 Catholics of the 20th century.
Judie has appeared on 20/20, 60 Minutes, Mother Angelica Live, The O'Reilly Factor, Good Morning America, Today, Oprah, and Larry King Live, as well as hundreds of other television and radio talk shows. Her comments regularly appear in major print media nationwide, and she has written numerous editorial pieces for magazines 

and newspapers, including The Washington Post and USA Today.

Judie is married to Paul A. Brown, and they have three children and nine grandchildren. She and her husband 

have been involved in the pro-life movement since 1969.      
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Columbia Christians for Life, Columbia, South Carolina

From:   www.ChristianLifeandLiberty.net, "RTL Act of SC" page:

National Right To Life: The Judas Of The Preborn 

By Dr. Patrick Johnston ; The Covenant News ~ July 10, 2006

www.christianlifeandliberty.net/H3213-S111-159.doc
Anti-abortion constitutional amendment petition falls short in Michigan 

National Right to Life does it again - this time in Michigan... 

Right to Life of Michigan did not support the petition drive to ban abortion in Michigan 

by a state constitutional amendment, and neither did the Michigan Catholic Conference. 

www.christianlifeandliberty.net/H3213-S111-160.doc
SC's National RTL chapter not supporting RTL Act of SC 

- Is SC Citizens for Life really "Pro-Life" ? (flyer for distribution included)

www.christianlifeandliberty.net/RTLAofSC-07-12.doc
2007-2008 State-Level Personhood (and other selected) Legislation

- Including State-Level Personhood Bills and Constitutional Amendments 

- AL, CO, GA, MT, SC, VA

Updated February 14, 2008

http://righttolifeactofsc.blogspot.com/2008/02/2007-2008-state-level-personhood-and.html
Colorado Personhood Amendment to State Constitution - results of November 4, 2008 ballot initiative

Amendment 48-Definition of Person Results

http://data.denverpost.com/election/results/amendment/2008/48-definition-of-person/
100% reporting ( 3215 precincts )

Ballot-Vote   Vote percentage   Vote count

No                     73.2%              (1,605,978)

Yes                    26.7%              (585,561)
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Roman Catholicism is NOT Biblical Christianity    

http://lefemineforlife.blogspot.com/2008/04/roman-catholicism-is-not-biblical.html
____________________________________________________________________________

AMERICA - A NATION UNDER DIVINE JUDGMENT.

Psalm 33:12; Proverb 14:34; Psalm 9:17; 2 Kings 24:1-4; Jeremiah 19:3-5; Psalm 106:37-42

"America repent" (music video)

"Contemporary Christian Artist: Tim Juillet"

www.youtube.com/watch?v=pvu6hHLSpzk
"The wicked shall be turned into hell, and all the nations that forget God."

Psalm 9:17, KJB

"But judgment shall return unto righteousness: and all the upright in heart shall follow it."

Psalm 94:15, KJB

Biblical "Separation" for a Nation 

"Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers: for what fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteousness? and what communion hath light with darkness? And what concord hath Christ with Belial? or what part hath he that believeth with an infidel? And what agreement hath the temple of God with idols? for ye are the temple of the living God; as God hath said, I will dwell in them, and walk in them; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord,..." 2 Corinthians 6:14-17a (KJB) 

THE DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE - IN CONGRESS, JULY 4, 1776 

When in the Course of human events, it becomes necessary for one people to dissolve the political bands which have connected them with another, and to assume among the powers of the earth, the separate and equal station to which the Laws of Nature and of Nature's God entitle them, a decent respect to the opinions of mankind requires that they should declare the causes which impel them to the separation. The Declaration of Independence 

is part of the organic law of the United States of America United States Code Annotated http://uscode.house.gov/search/criteria.shtml
http://lefemineforlife.blogspot.com/2007/10/biblical-separation-for-nation.html
The people of Iraq have far greater freedom to enshrine their national religion of Islam in the legal structure of their country than do Americans to honor Christianity and Biblical Law in the United States.  Christianity was by far the predominant faith of the founding generations of America, from Jamestown in 1607 to the Declaration of Independence in 1776, and beyond, as the historical record clearly shows:

No King but King Jesus!    ((Yeshua Messiah)

Declarations and Evidences of Christian Faith in America’s Colonial Charters, State Constitutions, 

and other Historical Documents during over 375 Years of American History: 1606 to 1982

www.christianlifeandliberty.net/NoKingbutKingJesus.doc
The Sixth President of the United States, John Quincy Adams (son of John Adams, the Second US President, and a signer of the Declaration of Independence), said: "The highest glory of the American Revolution was this; 

it connected in one indissoluble bond the principles of civil government with the principles of Christianity."  and "From the day of the Declaration... they (the American people) were bound by the laws of God, which they all, 

and by the laws of The Gospel, which they nearly all, acknowledge as the rules of their conduct."  

Tragically, today in 2008, American law has become exceedingly anti-Christian.  Witness the government-protected murder of One Million pre-birth human beings each year (www.ldi.org).

The Constitution of the United States should be amended as first proposed by the National Reform Association in 1864, with a Christian Amendment:  

Confession of the Saviour (Messiah) as the Ruler of Nations, including America, by amending the Preamble to the United States Constitution

In 1864, the National Reform Association advocated amending the Preamble of the Constitution of the United States to read, in substance:

     "We, the people of the United States, humbly acknowledging Almighty God as the source of all authority

       and power in civil government, the Lord Jesus Christ as the Ruler among the nations, his revealed will 

       as the supreme law of the land, in order to constitute a Christian government, and in order to form a 

       more perfect union, establish justice, insure domestic tranquillity, provide for the common defense, 

       promote the general welfare, and secure the inalienable rights and the blessings of life, liberty, and the 

       pursuit of happiness to ourselves, our posterity, and all the people, do ordain and establish this 

       Constitution for the United States of America."  http://candst.tripod.com/nra.htm
Explicitly Christian Politics: The Vision of the National Reform Association

www.crownandcovenant.com/product_p/ds380.htm
"Since 1864 the National Reform Association has advocated an explicitly Christian approach to politics. 

In this book their vision of politics, based on the mediatorial reign of Jesus Christ over the nations, is explained for a new generation."
THE NATIONAL REFORM ASSOCIATION.; 

CONVENTION IN PITTSBURG ON INSERTING A RECOGNITION OF DEITY IN THE CONSTITUTION.

February 5, 1874, Wednesday
http://query.nytimes.com/gst/abstract.html?res=9D06E3DF173DE43BBC4D53DFB466838F669FDE
http://query.nytimes.com/mem/archive-free/pdf?_r=1&res=9D06E3DF173DE43BBC4D53DFB466838F669FDE&oref=slogin
Further articles on the National Reform Association

http://www.puritans.net/news/natlreformasso113004.htm
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Reform_Association_(19th_century,_U.S.)

http://findarticles.com/p/articles/mi_qa3944/is_200110/ai_n9003100
"... I will build My church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it."  Matthew 16:18

    Yeshua Messiah

Hallelu-Yah !

Steve Lefemine, pro-life missionary

dir., Columbia Christians for Life

PO Box 50358

Columbia, SC

(803) 794-6273
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