2007-2008 State-Level Personhood (and other selected) Legislation

- Including State-Level Personhood Bills and Constitutional Amendments  

- CO, GA, MISS, MT, OR, SC, VA 
Including:  1) only principled pro-life Personhood Bills [except in the cases of Georgia and Virginia, see below]; and
                  2) both, bills in the States' Legislatures, and Proposed State-Level Constitutional Amendments, 

                      all with NO EXCEPTIONS; i.e., declaring bona fide legal "Personhood" at fertilization or

                      conception (any "exceptions" fatally undermine the legal concept of legal personhood, as 

                      expressed in the very text of the 1973 Roe v. Wade decision).
Corrected and revised November 19, 2009 ("abortion-ban" legislation that does not mention persons, personhood is   

                                                                       also included as “other selected” legislation.)

1)  2007-2008 State-Level Personhood Legislation

     a)  Three states are known to have had Personhood legislation filed in the State Legislatures for 2007-2008:

     - Georgia, Montana, South Carolina (see additional information on each piece of legislation further below)     

     - South Carolina’s two filings were for Personhood Bills for statutory changes to the State's Code of Laws.
     - Georgia's and Montana's filings were for Personhood Amendments to each of their State’s Constitutions. 

     b)  Four states are known to have had Personhood ballot initiatives filed for 2007-2008:

      - Colorado, Mississippi, Montana, Oregon (see additional information on each ballot initiative further below)

      - Colorado had a citizen ballot initiative to place a Colorado Personhood Constitutional Amendment on the
        ballot in 2008.

      - Mississippi had a citizen ballot initiative (Initiative #23) to place a Mississippi Personhood Constitutional Amendment   

        on the ballot in 2008.

      - Montana also had a citizen ballot initiative to place a Montana Personhood Constitutional Amendment on the ballot 

        in 2008.

      - Oregon had a second ballot initiative (#117) to place an Oregon Personhood Constitutional Amendment on the 

        ballot in 2008.

2)  2007-2008 State-Level other selected Legislation
    - Three states are known to have had other principled pro-life legislation filed in the State Legislatures 

       for 2007-2008:

    - Georgia, Oregon, Virginia 

    - Georgia’s also had a bill which asserted fetal personhood as a Georgia Legislature finding of fact:  "A fetus is a person ... 

      from the moment of conception". 

    - Oregon’s first citizen ballot (#83) was to place an Oregon (abortion-ban) Human Life Amendment on the ballot in 2008.
     - Virginia's bill did not assert legal personhood, but did assert:  “… the right to enjoyment of life guaranteed 

       by … the Constitution of Virginia is vested in each born and preborn human being from the moment of fertilization."
_______________________________________________________________________________________________

Colorado - Human Life Amendment

www.coloradoforequalrights.com/
http://coloradoforequalrights.com/files/initiativetext.pdf [text of Amendment Question #48]

http://data.denverpost.com/election/results/amendment/2008/48-definition-of-person/ 
[Amendment 48 - Definition of Person, Election Results – November 4, 2008]   

Historic, first-time-ever, state-wide vote conducted on a "Personhood" Constitutional Amendment 
Type Bill:  state-level personhood constitutional amendment by citizen petition ballot initiative

Georgia - HB 1

www.legis.state.ga.us/legis/2007_08/fulltext/hb1.htm
Type bill:  state-level abortion-ban bill; also asserts fetal personhood as legislative finding of fact

Bill Status:

01/10/2007 House Second Readers

01/09/2007 House First Readers

11/15/2006 House Prefiled
Georgia - HR 536

www.legis.ga.gov/legis/2007_08/search/hr536.htm
Type Bill:  state-level personhood constitutional amendment introduced in Georgia General Assembly

Bill Status:

03/27/2007 House Second Readers

03/20/2007 House First Readers
Mississippi – Ultimate Human Life Amendment - Initiative 23

ORIGINAL FILING: January 23, 2007
www.sos.state.ms.us/elections/Initiatives/initiative0023.asp
www.personhoodamendments.com/
www.personhoodamendments.com/state/index.php#MS
Type Bill:  state-level personhood constitutional amendment by citizen petition ballot initiative

Montana - HB 403        

http://data.opi.mt.gov/bills/2007/billhtml/HB0403.htm
Type bill: state-level personhood constitutional amendment introduced in Montana Legislature

(bill for Montana state constitutional amendment to be voted on by referendum on Nov. 2008 ballot)

Bill Status:

(H) 3rd Reading Failed 02/13/2007 -  45 Yes, 53 No 

(H) 2nd Reading Pass as Amended Motion Failed;  3rd Reading Required 02/12/2007 -  46 Yes, 54 No
(H) 2nd Reading Motion to Amend Carried 02/12/2007 -  55 Yes, 45 No 

(H) Committee Executive Action--Bill Passed as Amended 02/08/2007 - 10 Yes, 7 No - (H) Judiciary

(H) Hearing 02/02/2007 (H) Judiciary

Montana - CI-100, the Montana Personhood Amendment

www.life2008.org/ballotaccess/ [ no longer functional ] 

http://sos.mt.gov/Elections/archives/2000s/2008/CI/CI-100.asp [TEXT OF CONSTITUTIONAL INITIATIVE NO. 100]

http://ballotpedia.org/wiki/index.php/Montana_Right_to_Life_Initiative_(2008) 

www.lifenews.com/state3344.html [CI-100 failed to collect enough signatures for initiative to appear on the ballot in Nov. 2008] 

Type Bill:  state-level personhood constitutional amendment by citizen petition ballot initiative

Oregon – Ultimate Human Life Amendment - Initiative 83
http://egov.sos.state.or.us/elec/web_irr_search.record_detail?p_reference=20080083..L.CYYY. - Rejected in Process
Date Filed - 03/30/2007

Text - www.sos.state.or.us/elections/irr/2008/083text.pdf
5/8/07 Rejected based on advice from the Attorney General 

www.personhoodamendments.com/
www.personhoodamendments.com/state/index.php#OR
Type Bill:  state-level abortion-ban constitutional amendment by citizen petition ballot initiative

Oregon – Ultimate Human Life Amendment - Initiative 117

http://egov.sos.state.or.us/elec/web_irr_search.record_detail?p_reference=20080117..L.CYYY - Rejected in Process
Date Filed - 07/18/2007

Text - www.sos.state.or.us/elections/irr/2008/117text.pdf
www.personhoodamendments.com/
www.personhoodamendments.com/state/index.php#OR
Type Bill:  state-level personhood constitutional amendment by citizen petition ballot initiative

South Carolina - H.3284 (House)

www.scstatehouse.net/sess117_2007-2008/bills/3284.htm
Type bill:  state-level personhood bill 

Bill Status:    

1/17/2007  House   Referred to Committee on Judiciary
1/17/2007  House   Introduced and read first time
South Carolina - S.313 (Senate)

www.scstatehouse.net/sess117_2007-2008/bills/313.htm
Type bill:  state-level personhood bill

Bill Status:    

1/23/2007  Senate  Referred to Committee on Judiciary
1/23/2007  Senate  Introduced and read first time 

Virginia - HB 2797

http://leg1.state.va.us/cgi-bin/legp504.exe?071+ful+HB2797
Bill Status:

02/05/07  House: VOTE: ENGROSSMENT REFUSED (43-Y 53-N)
02/05/07  House: Amendment by Delegate Orrock agreed to

02/05/07  House: Motion to pass by motion to refer to committee on Courts agreed to

02/05/07  House: Read second time
02/03/07  House: Read first time

02/02/07  House: Reported from Privileges and Elections (12-Y 7-N)
01/10/07  House: Referred to Committee on Privileges and Elections

01/10/07  House: Prefiled and ordered printed; offered 01/10/07   

Type bill:  state-level right to life at fertilization bill; does not assert legal personhood, but does assert: 

"That life begins at the moment of fertilization and the right to enjoyment of life guaranteed by Article 1, § 1 of the Constitution of Virginia is vested in each born and preborn human being from the moment of fertilization."

[ Note: this Virginia bill asserts the constitutional right to life at fertilization for each "human being." ]

Prepared by:  Columbia Christians for Life, PO Box 50358, Columbia, SC  29250 * (803) 794-6273

                         www.ChristianLifeandLiberty.net (click on "RTL Act of SC") / www.RighttoLifeActofSC.net
__________________________________________________________________________

"Exceptions" to legal "personhood" are unconstitutional, as explained in the text of the 1973 Roe v. Wade decision, and in a Justice Blackmun footnote therein:

http://caselaw.lp.findlaw.com/scripts/getcase.pl?court=us&vol=410&invol=113
The 1973 Roe v. Wade decision stated that if legal "personhood" for the unborn 

is established, then the pro-abortion legal argument "collapses."  

In the very text of the Roe v. Wade US supreme Court decision it states, 

       “[Texas] argue[s] that the fetus is a “person” within the language and meaning of the  

       Fourteenth Amendment… If this suggestion of personhood is established, the [pro-abortion] 

       case, of course, collapses, for the fetus’ right to life would then be guaranteed specifically 

       by the [14th] Amendment.”  

In other words, there never would have been legalized abortion under Roe v. Wade.  But tragically, 

Texas had an “exception” which undermined their entire “personhood” argument.  Justice Harry 

Blackmun wrote:  [emphasis added]
       “[ Footnote 54 ] When Texas urges that a fetus is entitled to Fourteenth Amendment 

       protection as a person, it faces a dilemma. Neither in Texas nor in any other State are 

       all abortions prohibited. Despite broad proscription, an exception always exists… 

       But if the fetus is a person who is not to be deprived of life without due process of law, 

       and if the mother's condition is the sole determinant, does not the Texas exception 

       appear to be out of line with the Amendment's command? ...”

Roe v. Wade, 410 U.S. 113 (1973):

http://caselaw.lp.findlaw.com/scripts/getcase.pl?court=us&vol=410&invol=113

Right to Life Act of SC - news conference and "Jesus Christ is Lord of the Gates" pro-life rally - Jan. 17, 2006 

www.christianlifeandliberty.net/H3213-S111-1032.doc
Any "exceptions" to fetal personhood fatally undermines the entire "personhood" legal concept, 

just as it did in 1973.  For over 35 years now, the pro-life movement has failed to achieve the goal 

of ending child-murder-by-abortion by a state-level, statutory (or state-level constitutional amendment) declaration that pre-birth human beings are legal "persons" at fertilization, without exception.  
The Right to Life Act of SC, in statutorily vesting legal “personhood” at fertilization for ALL human beings, satisfies the Roe formula published over 35 years ago. 

The key legal issue presented in the very text of Roe, necessary to unravel the entire Roe framework, is statutorily vesting legal “personhood” at fertilization for ALL human beings.  

This would satisfy the Roe formula published 35 years ago

The issue of legal “personhood” for ALL human beings, without exception, is a key to unlocking the 35 year old Roe v. Wade abortion enigma.

Either a "person" is a "person," or they are not.  Either ALL pre-birth human beings are legal "persons" at fertilization, or they are not.  There can be no "exceptions" to fetal "personhood."

The Saviour said, "... I will build My church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it."  

Matthew 16:18
Steve Lefemine, pro-life missionary

dir., Columbia Christians for Life

PO Box 50358, Columbia, SC  29250

(803) 794-6273

www.ChristianLifeandLiberty.net (click on "RTL Act of SC")

www.RighttoLifeActofSC.net
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