150th Anniversary of War Between Americans, 1861-1865:   

God's Righteous Judgment upon both North and South 

for National Sin of Unbiblical American Slavery - Part 10(c)

Part 10(c) - South Carolina Secession Convention declares "Immediate Causes Which 

                    Induce and Justify the Secession of South Carolina from the Federal Union" 

                    - SLAVERY, SLAVERY, SLAVERY - December 24, 1860
December 24, 1860 (Charleston, SC) - "David F. Jamison, President of Convention of the People 

                                                                  of South Carolina, appointed a committee “to draft a 

                                                                  summary statement of the causes which justify the 

                                                                  secession of South Carolina.”  Charles G. Memminger 

                                                                  was part of this committee and is considered the main 

                                                                  author of the “summary statement” that became known 

                                                                  as the “Declaration of Immediate Causes which Induce 

                                                                  and Justify the Secession of South Carolina.”  

                                                                  www.teachingushistory.org/lessons/DecofImCauses.htm
                                                                 "The convention, ... , in formulating a separate justification

                                                                   for its simple statement of repeal, would make it clear that 

                                                                   it adopted the Ordinance of Secession to defend slavery.

                                                                 "... the convention ... voted by a margin of more than 

                                                                   four to one to issue the declaration. Thus they agreed, 

                                                                   in the words of delegate Lawrence M. Keitt, to 

                                                                   "rest disunion upon the question of slavery."

                                                                                           Source:  Relic of the Lost Cause, The Story of South Carolina’s 

                                                                                           Ordinance of Secession, by Charles H. Lesser, 

                                                                                            South Carolina Department of Archives and History, 1990, page 11. 

                                                                                            [ emphasis added ] 

"The convention, ... , in formulating a separate justification for its simple statement of repeal, would make it clear 

that it adopted the Ordinance of Secession to defend slavery.  Shortly before the committee to draft the ordinance made its report on the 20th, President Jamison, who doubtless was privy to the committee's work, had appointed another "Committee to draft a summary statement of the causes which justify the secession of South Carolina."  

Christopher G. Memminger, a conservative former Unionist from Charleston who later served as secretary of the treasury of the Confederacy, chaired the committee.  Memminger's committee reported the next day, but it was the 24th before the convention adopted the "Declaration of the Immediate Causes which Induce and Justify the Secession of South Carolina from the Federal Union."

     "A short document, the "Declaration of Immediate Causes" claimed that the northern states had "deliberately broken" the federal compact by repudiating their responsibility under the fourth article of the United States Constitution to return runaway slaves.  South Carolina was thus "released from her obligation."  This constitutional argument did not please everyone.  In the debate in the convention, Maxcy Gregg, in particular, argued that the committee's proposed statement was insufficient for "a new Declaration of Independence."  The document should, 

he said, also emphasize the tariff and federal expenditures for internal improvements.  Although Gregg's 

unhappiness with the document's exclusive emphasis on slavery would be echoed later, the convention overrode 

his objections and voted by a margin of more than four to one to issue the declaration.  Thus they agreed, in the words of delegate Lawrence M. Keitt, to "rest disunion upon the question of slavery."

continued...

" ... the Ordinance of Secession endures at "the vital center of our history," a Declaration of Independence, defense of slavery, trophy of war, and relic of the Lost Cause."       

Source:  Relic of the Lost Cause, The Story of South Carolina’s Ordinance of Secession, by Charles H. Lesser, 

               South Carolina Department of Archives and History, 1990, pp. 11, 20.

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________

The South Carolina Secession Convention - December 24, 1860  (Excerpts referring to slavery)

"Declaration of the Immediate Causes which Induce and Justify the Secession of South Carolina  

  from the Federal Union."

The South Carolina Secession Convention first adopted and signed the Ordinance of Secession on December 20, 1860 (a short document).  Then, on December 24, 1860, the South Carolina Secession adopted a more lengthy document explaining the causes of SC's secession, entitled: "Declaration of the Immediate Causes Which Induce and Justify the Secession of South Carolina from the Federal Union".

"On Dec. 24, 1860, the delegates to the S.C. Secession Convention in Charleston adopted a six-page "Declaration of the Immediate Causes Which Induce and Justify the Secession of South Carolina from 

the Federal Union."  They ordered that 15,000 copies be printed together with the two-paragraph Ordinance of Secession.   The first half of the declaration lays the legal groundwork for secession, recounting the

circumstances under which the Revolutionary War was fought and the Union established and paying particular attention to the idea that each state was "free, sovereign and independent."  The second half, ... explains the reason for secession, ... "  

Source:  "Document set out reason for S.C. secession: slavery", The State, Columbia, SC, August 12, 1999, p. A19.

CCL Note:  "Additional explanations for South Carolina's secession can be found in Robert Barnwell Rhett's 

                    "

 HYPERLINK "http://teachingamericanhistory.org/library/index.asp?document=614" 
Address to the People of the Slaveholding States."  The Convention of the People of South Carolina 

                    ordered Evans & Cogswell to print 15,000 copies of Rhett's "Address" along with the Declaration of 

                    Immediate Causes."  www.teachingushistory.org/lessons/DecofImCauses.htm
The December 24, 1860 "Declaration of Immediate Causes" lists the words slave, slaves, slavery, anti-slavery, slaveholding, and non-slaveholding a total of 18 times.  At other times, other words 

are used which also refer to slavery.

Excerpts:

"Declaration of the Immediate Causes Which Induce and Justify the Secession of South Carolina from 

  the Federal Union" 

http://avalon.law.yale.edu/19th_century/csa_scarsec.asp  [ source of document quotes below ]

"The people of the State of South Carolina, in Convention assembled, on the 26th day of April, A.D., 1852, declared 

that the frequent violations of the Constitution of the United States, by the Federal Government, and its encroachments upon the reserved rights of the States, fully justified this State in then withdrawing from the Federal Union; but in deference to the opinions and wishes of the other slaveholding States, she forbore at that time to exercise this right. Since that time, these encroachments have continued to increase, and further forbearance ceases to be a virtue." 

continued...

"This stipulation was so material to the compact, that without it that compact would not have been made. The greater number of the contracting parties held slaves, and they had previously evinced their estimate of the value of such a stipulation by making it a condition in the Ordinance for the government of the territory ceded by Virginia, which now composes the States north of the Ohio River."

continued...

The General Government, as the common agent, passed laws to carry into effect these stipulations of the States. 

For many years these laws were executed. But an increasing hostility on the part of the non-slaveholding States 

to the institution of slavery, has led to a disregard of their obligations, and the laws of the General Government have ceased to effect the objects of the Constitution. The States of Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont, Massachusetts, 

Connecticut, Rhode Island, New York, Pennsylvania, Illinois, Indiana, Michigan, Wisconsin and Iowa, have enacted laws which either nullify the Acts of Congress or render useless any attempt to execute them. In many of these States the fugitive is discharged from service or labor claimed, and in none of them has the State Government complied with the stipulation made in the Constitution. The State of New Jersey, at an early day, passed a law in conformity with her constitutional obligation; but the current of anti-slavery feeling has led her more recently to enact laws which render inoperative the remedies provided by her own law and by the laws of Congress. In the State of New York even the right of transit for a slave has been denied by her tribunals; and the States of Ohio and Iowa have refused to surrender to justice fugitives charged with murder, and with inciting servile insurrection in the State of Virginia. Thus the constituted compact has been deliberately broken and disregarded by the non-slaveholding States, and the consequence follows that South Carolina is released from her obligation. 

continued...

These ends it endeavored to accomplish by a Federal Government, in which each State was recognized as an equal, 

and had separate control over its own institutions. The right of property in slaves was recognized by giving to free 

persons distinct political rights, by giving them the right to represent, and burthening them with direct taxes for three-fifths 

of their slaves; by authorizing the importation of slaves for twenty years; and by stipulating for the rendition of fugitives 

from labor. 

We affirm that these ends for which this Government was instituted have been defeated, and the Government itself has been made destructive of them by the action of the non-slaveholding States. Those States have assume the right of deciding upon the propriety of our domestic institutions; and have denied the rights of property established in fifteen of the States and recognized by the Constitution; they have denounced as sinful the institution of slavery; 

they have permitted open establishment among them of societies, whose avowed object is to disturb the peace and 

to eloign the property of the citizens of other States. They have encouraged and assisted thousands of our slaves to leave their homes; and those who remain, have been incited by emissaries, books and pictures to servile insurrection. 

For twenty-five years this agitation has been steadily increasing, until it has now secured to its aid the power of the common Government. Observing the forms of the Constitution, a sectional party has found within that Article establishing the Executive Department, the means of subverting the Constitution itself.  A geographical line has been drawn across 

the Union, and all the States north of that line have united in the election of a man to the high office of President of the United States, whose opinions and purposes are hostile to slavery. He is to be entrusted with the administration of the common Government, because he has declared that that "Government cannot endure permanently half slave, half free," and that the public mind must rest in the belief that slavery is in the course of ultimate extinction. 

continued...

On the 4th day of March next, this party will take possession of the Government. It has announced that the South shall be excluded from the common territory, that the judicial tribunals shall be made sectional, and that a war must be waged against slavery until it shall cease throughout the United States. 

The guaranties of the Constitution will then no longer exist; the equal rights of the States will be lost. The slaveholding States will no longer have the power of self-government, or self-protection, and the Federal Government will have become their enemy. 

continued...

http://avalon.law.yale.edu/19th_century/csa_scarsec.asp
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
The South Carolina Secession Convention - December 24, 1860  (Manuscript, Print Version, Transcription, Description)

"Declaration of the Immediate Causes which Induce and Justify the Secession of South Carolina 

  from the Federal Union."

www.teachingushistory.org/lessons/DecofImCauses.htm
Printable PDF Version (Manuscript)
Declaration of the Immediate Causes Which Induce and Justify the Secession of South Carolina from the Federal Union. 

Printable PDF Version (Evans & Cogswell Printing)
Evans & Cogswell Printing of Declaration of the Immediate Causes which Induce and Justify the Secession of South Carolina from the Federal Union.  24 December 1860. Constitutional Convention (1860-1862). S 131055. South Carolina Department of Archives and History, Columbia, South Carolina.

Transcription
 Declaration of the Immediate Causes Which Induce and Justify the Secession of South Carolina from the Federal Union. 

Document Description: 

David F. Jamison, President of Convention of the People of South Carolina, appointed a committee “to draft a summary statement of the causes which justify the secession of South Carolina.”  Charles G. Memminger was part of this committee and is considered the main author of the “summary statement” that became known as the “Declaration of Immediate Causes which Induce and Justify the Secession of South Carolina.”  

Adopted on 24 December 1860, the Declaration of Immediate Causes explained why the state of South Carolina seceded from the Union.  The 7-page manuscript (also printed by the state printer, Evans & Cogswell) provided a constitutional argument for South Carolina’s right to secede from the Union and establish sovereignty as a “separate 

and independent State.”  Because the northern states had disregarded the fourth article of the United States Constitution to return runaway slaves, the committee argued that the federal compact was “deliberately broken.”  With the compact broken, the state of South Carolina justified its secession from the Union. 

Additional explanations for South Carolina's secession can be found in Robert Barnwell Rhett's "Address to the People 

of the Slaveholding States."  The Convention of the People of South Carolina ordered Evans & Cogswell to print 15,000 copies of Rhett's "Address" along with the Declaration of Immediate Causes.  Along with the Ordinance of Secession, 

these key documents helped South Carolina convince her sister states in the Deep South to join in secession. 

The Journal of the Convention of the People of South Carolina, published in 1862 and consisting of 888 pages, 

is available online with multiple options for viewing, searching, and downloading this material. 

Citation: 

Declaration of the Immediate Causes which Induce and Justify the Secession of South Carolina from the Federal Union.  24 December 1860.  Constitutional Convention (1860-1862).  S 131055.  South Carolina Department of Archives and History, Columbia, South Carolina.

Evans & Cogswell Printing of Declaration of the Immediate Causes which Induce and Justify the Secession of South Carolina from the Federal Union.  24 December 1860. Constitutional Convention (1860-1862). S 131055. South Carolina Department of Archives and History, Columbia, South Carolina.

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________
Additional commentary (Steve Lefemine):

[ emphasis added ] 

1) The first half of the "Declaration of the Immediate Causes Which Induce and Justify the Secession of South Carolina 

     from the Federal Union" recounts the history of the Declaration of Independence of the 13 Colonies from Great Britain 

     in 1776, then the establishment of the Articles of Confederation in 1778, and then the formation of the Constitution of 

     the United States in 1787, which was ratified by a Convention of the People of South Carolina, on May 23, 1788.  

     Three principles asserted are:  (1) "the right of a State to govern itself"; (2) "the right of a people to abolish a Government 

     when it becomes destructive of the ends for which it was instituted"; and (3) "the law of compact".

2) The 1776 Declaration of Independence affirms the right of self-government.  The very first sentence establishes the 

    "separation" of the colonies from Britain as based upon "the Laws of Nature and of Nature's God".  (Preferred language, 

    in the opinion of this writer, would have simply been based upon "the Laws of God".)  In essence, the right to political 

    self-determination is a God-given, unalienable right.  South Carolina had the unalienable right to secede and form a 

    new government.  Furthermore, as this declaration makes the case in the second half of the document, "the constituted 

    compact has been deliberately broken and disregarded by the non-slaveholding States, and the consequence follows 

    that South Carolina is released from her obligation."  [ emphasis added ]  

3) However, while the God-given, unalienable right to self-government, and the constitutional and legal issue of "the law 

    of compact" would seem to resolve the issue of the "rightness" of secession ("separation") in favor of South Carolina, 

    there remains the reason for secession, and the morality of the decision to secede ("separate").  The "Declaration of the 

    Immediate Causes Which Induce and Justify the Secession of South Carolina from the Federal Union" was adopted by 

    the South Carolina Secession Convention delegates.  The cause of South Carolina's decision to secede:  SLAVERY.  

    American Slavery was unbiblical, for a number of reasons; in its origin, and in its establishment, and in its 

    practice.  As a not-long-before (1863) born-again Christian, President Abraham Lincoln said March 4, 1865, in his 

    Second Inaugural Address (five weeks before Lee surrendered to Grant on April 9, 1865), "If we shall suppose that 

    American slavery is one of those offenses which, in the providence of God, must needs come, but which, having 

    continued through His appointed time, He now wills to remove, and that He gives to both North and South this terrible   

    war as the woe due to those by whom the offense came, shall we discern therein any departure from those divine 

    attributes which the believers in a living God always ascribe to Him?"  American Slavery was an offense to God.  

    The words of the South Carolina Secession Convention's "Declaration of Immediate Causes" records for history 

    that the reason for South Carolina's secession was to defend slavery.  South Carolina had the "right" to secede, 

    but South Carolina was not morally "right" in doing so for the purpose of defending unbiblical American slavery.   

    President Lincoln should have let South Carolina and the other 10 Southern slave-states secede, but in the providence 

    of God, He brought the calamity of fratricidal war, war between Americans, upon both North and South, in which well 

    over one-half million (600,000+) Americans lost their lives, in God's righteous judgment upon America for our country's 

    national sin.     

    As George Mason (''Father of the Bill of Rights''), Virginia delegate, prophetically stated in the Constitutional Convention 

    August 22, 1787, referring to American slavery:

                                "Every master of slaves is born a petty tyrant.  They bring the judgement of heaven 

                                  upon a country.  As nations can not be rewarded or punished in the next world they must be 

                                  in this.  By an inevitable chain of causes & effects providence punishes national sins, 

                                  by national calamities."

                                      The Debates in the Federal Convention of 1787

                                       by James Madison

                                       www.constitution.org/dfc/dfc_0822.htm
4) One of the principal arguments of Christian statesman Patrick Henry in the June 1788 Virginia debates on whether 

    or not to ratify the 1787 Constitution, was that the sovereignty of the States had been destroyed by the document 

    produced by the Constitutional Convention.  " ... [ Patrick ] Henry claimed that the Constitution established a 

    "consolidated government" with powers drawn directly from the people and not the states.  "That this is a consolidated

    government is demonstrably clear: ... who authorized them [ the framers ] to speak the language of, we the people, 

    instead of we the states?"  Thus, by drawing power from the people and not the states, the principle of "federalism" 

    was denied and the sovereignty of the states was destroyed.  The existing federation of sovereign states had been

    transformed into a supreme national government.  "States are the characteristics and the soul of the Confederation

    [ under the 1778 Articles of Confederation ].  If the states be not the agents of this compact [ the 1787 Constitution ], 

    it must be one great, consolidated, national government of the people of all the states."  Henry went so far as to call 

    this "alarming transition" a "revolution as radical as that which separated us from Great Britain."     

    Patrick Henry was the leader of the "Anti-Federalists" [ a.k.a. "Federal Republicans" ] in the Virginia state ratification 

    convention of June 1788.  With him were George Mason, James Monroe, Benjamin Harrison, and others.  In concert 

    with these men, "Henry's goal was to expose the weaknesses of the proposed Constitution and to offer amendments 

    to correct these defects.  Moreover, he insisted that the amendments must be adopted prior to ratification, not afterwards 

    as the Federalists suggested."  "When the final vote was taken [ on whether Virginia should or should not ratify ], Virginia 

    ratified the Constitution by a vote of 89 to 79.  Henry's strong arguments, however, led to the adoption of 10 amendments 

    to the Constitution, our federal Bill of Rights, in December 1791."  "The federal bill of rights, adopted in 1791, owes its 

    existence to Patrick Henry, George Mason, and their anti-Federalist allies."     

     Sources:  1) Give Me Liberty, The Uncompromising Statesmanship of Patrick Henry, by David J. Vaughn (General Editor George Grant),  

                          1997, pp. 114-116.

                      2) Patrick Henry, Voice of the Revolution, by Jon Kukla, Amy Kukla, 2002, pp. 86-87.

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________
The South Carolina Secession Convention - December 24, 1860  (Complete Text)

"Declaration of the Immediate Causes which Induce and Justify the Secession of South Carolina  

  from the Federal Union."

  http://avalon.law.yale.edu/19th_century/csa_scarsec.asp  [ source of material below ]

  [ Complete Text ] 

The people of the State of South Carolina, in Convention assembled, on the 26th day of April, A.D., 1852, declared 

that the frequent violations of the Constitution of the United States, by the Federal Government, and its encroachments upon the reserved rights of the States, fully justified this State in then withdrawing from the Federal Union; but in deference to the opinions and wishes of the other slaveholding States, she forbore at that time to exercise this right. Since that time, these encroachments have continued to increase, and further forbearance ceases to be a virtue. 

And now the State of South Carolina having resumed her separate and equal place among nations, deems it due 

to herself, to the remaining United States of America, and to the nations of the world, that she should declare the immediate causes which have led to this act. 

In the year 1765, that portion of the British Empire embracing Great Britain, undertook to make laws for the government of that portion composed of the thirteen American Colonies. A struggle for the right of self-government ensued, which resulted, on the 4th of July, 1776, in a Declaration, by the Colonies, "that they are, and of right 

ought to be, FREE AND INDEPENDENT STATES; and that, as free and independent States, they have full power 

to levy war, conclude peace, contract alliances, establish commerce, and to do all other acts and things which independent States may of right do." 

They further solemnly declared that whenever any "form of government becomes destructive of the ends for which 

it was established, it is the right of the people to alter or abolish it, and to institute a new government." Deeming the Government of Great Britain to have become destructive of these ends, they declared that the Colonies "are absolved from all allegiance to the British Crown, and that all political connection between them and the State of Great Britain is, and ought to be, totally dissolved." 

In pursuance of this Declaration of Independence, each of the thirteen States proceeded to exercise its separate sovereignty; adopted for itself a Constitution, and appointed officers for the administration of government in all its departments-- Legislative, Executive and Judicial. For purposes of defense, they united their arms and their counsels; and, in 1778, they entered into a League known as the Articles of Confederation, whereby they agreed 

to entrust the administration of their external relations to a common agent, known as the Congress of the United States, expressly declaring, in the first Article "that each State retains its sovereignty, freedom and independence, and every power, jurisdiction and right which is not, by this Confederation, expressly delegated to the United States in Congress assembled." 

Under this Confederation the war of the Revolution was carried on, and on the 3rd of September, 1783, the contest 

ended, and a definite Treaty was signed by Great Britain, in which she acknowledged the independence of the Colonies 

in the following terms: "ARTICLE 1-- His Britannic Majesty acknowledges the said United States, viz: New Hampshire, Massachusetts Bay, Rhode Island and Providence Plantations, Connecticut, New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina and Georgia, to be FREE, SOVEREIGN AND INDEPENDENT STATES; that he treats with them as such; and for himself, his heirs and successors, relinquishes all claims to the government, propriety and territorial rights of the same and every part thereof." 

Thus were established the two great principles asserted by the Colonies, namely: the right of a State to govern itself; and the right of a people to abolish a Government when it becomes destructive of the ends for which it was instituted. And concurrent with the establishment of these principles, was the fact, that each Colony became and was recognized by the mother Country a FREE, SOVEREIGN AND INDEPENDENT STATE. 

In 1787, Deputies were appointed by the States to revise the Articles of Confederation, and on 17th September, 1787, these Deputies recommended for the adoption of the States, the Articles of Union, known as the Constitution of the United States. 

The parties to whom this Constitution was submitted, were the several sovereign States; they were to agree or disagree, and when nine of them agreed the compact was to take effect among those concurring; and the General Government, 

as the common agent, was then invested with their authority. 

If only nine of the thirteen States had concurred, the other four would have remained as they then were -- separate, sovereign States, independent of any of the provisions of the Constitution. In fact, two of the States did not accede to the Constitution until long after it had gone into operation among the other eleven; and during that interval, they each exercised the functions of an independent nation. 

By this Constitution, certain duties were imposed upon the several States, and the exercise of certain of their powers was restrained, which necessarily implied their continued existence as sovereign States. But to remove all doubt, 

an amendment was added, which declared that the powers not delegated to the United States by the Constitution, nor prohibited by it to the States, are reserved to the States, respectively, or to the people. On the 23d May, 1788, 

South Carolina, by a Convention of her People, passed an Ordinance assenting to this Constitution, and afterwards altered her own Constitution, to conform herself to the obligations she had undertaken. 

Thus was established, by compact between the States, a Government with definite objects and powers, limited to the express words of the grant.  This limitation left the whole remaining mass of power subject to the clause reserving it to the States or to the people, and rendered unnecessary any specification of reserved rights. 

We hold that the Government thus established is subject to the two great principles asserted in the Declaration of Independence; and we hold further, that the mode of its formation subjects it to a third fundamental principle, namely: the law of compact. We maintain that in every compact between two or more parties, the obligation is mutual; that 

the failure of one of the contracting parties to perform a material part of the agreement, entirely releases the obligation of the other; and that where no arbiter is provided, each party is remitted to his own judgment to determine the fact of failure, with all its consequences. 

In the present case, that fact is established with certainty. We assert that fourteen of the States have deliberately refused, for years past, to fulfill their constitutional obligations, and we refer to their own Statutes for the proof. 

The Constitution of the United States, in its fourth Article, provides as follows: "No person held to service or labor 

in one State, under the laws thereof, escaping into another, shall, in consequence of any law or regulation therein, 

be discharged from such service or labor, but shall be delivered up, on claim of the party to whom such service or labor may be due." 

"This stipulation was so material to the compact, that without it that compact would not have been made. The greater number of the contracting parties held slaves, and they had previously evinced their estimate of the value of such a stipulation by making it a condition in the Ordinance for the government of the territory ceded by Virginia, which now composes the States north of the Ohio River."

The same article of the Constitution stipulates also for rendition by the several States of fugitives from justice from the other States. 

The General Government, as the common agent, passed laws to carry into effect these stipulations of the States. 

For many years these laws were executed. But an increasing hostility on the part of the non-slaveholding States 

to the institution of slavery, has led to a disregard of their obligations, and the laws of the General Government have ceased to effect the objects of the Constitution. The States of Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont, Massachusetts, 

Connecticut, Rhode Island, New York, Pennsylvania, Illinois, Indiana, Michigan, Wisconsin and Iowa, have enacted laws which either nullify the Acts of Congress or render useless any attempt to execute them. In many of these States the fugitive is discharged from service or labor claimed, and in none of them has the State Government complied with the stipulation made in the Constitution. The State of New Jersey, at an early day, passed a law in conformity with her constitutional obligation; but the current of anti-slavery feeling has led her more recently to enact laws which render 

inoperative the remedies provided by her own law and by the laws of Congress. In the State of New York even the right of transit for a slave has been denied by her tribunals; and the States of Ohio and Iowa have refused to surrender to justice fugitives charged with murder, and with inciting servile insurrection in the State of Virginia. Thus the constituted compact has been deliberately broken and disregarded by the non-slaveholding States, and the consequence follows that South Carolina is released from her obligation. 

The ends for which the Constitution was framed are declared by itself to be "to form a more perfect union, establish justice, insure domestic tranquility, provide for the common defence, promote the general welfare, and secure the blessings of liberty to ourselves and our posterity." 

These ends it endeavored to accomplish by a Federal Government, in which each State was recognized as an equal, 

and had separate control over its own institutions. The right of property in slaves was recognized by giving to free 

persons distinct political rights, by giving them the right to represent, and burthening them with direct taxes for three-fifths of their slaves; by authorizing the importation of slaves for twenty years; and by stipulating for the rendition of fugitives from labor. 

We affirm that these ends for which this Government was instituted have been defeated, and the Government itself has been made destructive of them by the action of the non-slaveholding States. Those States have assume the right of deciding upon the propriety of our domestic institutions; and have denied the rights of property established 

in fifteen of the States and recognized by the Constitution; they have denounced as sinful the institution of slavery; 

they have permitted open establishment among them of societies, whose avowed object is to disturb the peace and to eloign the property of the citizens of other States. They have encouraged and assisted thousands of our slaves 

to leave their homes; and those who remain, have been incited by emissaries, books and pictures to servile insurrection. 

For twenty-five years this agitation has been steadily increasing, until it has now secured to its aid the power of the common Government. Observing the forms of the Constitution, a sectional party has found within that Article establishing the Executive Department, the means of subverting the Constitution itself.  A geographical line has been drawn across the Union, and all the States north of that line have united in the election of a man to the high office of President of the United States, whose opinions and purposes are hostile to slavery. He is to be entrusted with the administration of the common Government, because he has declared that that "Government cannot endure permanently half slave, half free," and that the public mind must rest in the belief that slavery is in the course of ultimate extinction. 

This sectional combination for the submersion of the Constitution, has been aided in some of the States by elevating to citizenship, persons who, by the supreme law of the land, are incapable of becoming citizens; and their votes 

have been used to inaugurate a new policy, hostile to the South, and destructive of its beliefs and safety. 

On the 4th day of March next, this party will take possession of the Government. It has announced that the South shall be excluded from the common territory, that the judicial tribunals shall be made sectional, and that a war must be waged against slavery until it shall cease throughout the United States. 

The guaranties of the Constitution will then no longer exist; the equal rights of the States will be lost. The slaveholding States will no longer have the power of self-government, or self-protection, and the Federal Government will have 

become their enemy. 

Sectional interest and animosity will deepen the irritation, and all hope of remedy is rendered vain, by the fact that public opinion at the North has invested a great political error with the sanction of more erroneous religious belief. 

We, therefore, the People of South Carolina, by our delegates in Convention assembled, appealing to the Supreme Judge 

of the world for the rectitude of our intentions, have solemnly declared that the Union heretofore existing between this State and the other States of North America, is dissolved, and that the State of South Carolina has resumed her position among 

the nations of the world, as a separate and independent State; with full power to levy war, conclude peace, contract alliances, establish commerce, and to do all other acts and things which independent States may of right do. 

Adopted December 24, 1860 

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

History of South Carolina

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/History_of_South_Carolina
On December 20, 1860, South Carolina Becomes First State to Leave Union

www.associatedcontent.com/article/102197/on_december_20_1860_south_carolina.html?cat=37
Brian Tubbs, Dec 20, 2006

[ emphasis added ]    

"The ordinance to secede was passed December 20, 1860.  Four days later, South Carolina issued a document entitled "Causes of Secession," which served as a rough equivalent to the Declaration of Independence approved 

by the Second Continental Congress in July 1776. The "Causes of Secession" document makes clear the reasons for South Carolina's secession, as that was its very purpose."    

After laying out its political and legal argument that the American Revolution established each state as "free and independent" and that the U.S. Constitution represented a mutual but conditional compact, the secession convention then proceeded to explain its rationale for withdrawing from said compact.      

Topping the list was the fugitive slave issue.  According to the Deep South, the northern states were refusing to capture and return escaped slaves.  This was cited as a violation of Article IV: ""No person held to service or labor 

in one State, under the laws thereof, escaping into another, shall, in consequence of any law or regulation therein, 

be discharged from such service or labor, but shall be delivered up, on claim of the party to whom such service or labor may be due." For allegedly breaking this part of the Constitution as well as related federal statutes, South Carolina claimed its right to secede.

Second, South Carolina cited the fugitive slave clause, the three-fifths clause, and the 20-year slave trade compromise as evidence that the Constitutional Convention recognized the "right of property in slaves." According to South Carolina, the northern states had sabotaged and thwarted that "right" - and thus South Carolina was justified to break away.

The document closes with a condemnation of the Republican Party for supporting effective citizenship for those "incapable" of citizenship and for campaigning against slavery in the territories.  They also blamed the North for stirring up racial unrest and violence in the South, as in John Brown's Harpers Ferry raid. 

These sentiments pretty well reprsented the feelings of the Deep South. That the other states of the Deep South followed suit with similarly worded declarations is evidence of this. The secession of the Deep South was driven primarily by the slavery issue. That is a historical fact, easily demonstrated by their own rhetoric.

Certainly, not all those who wore gray in the Civil War were pro-slavery. By the time the shooting started, the reasons for the war had expanded.  But the initial decision to secede was principally concerning slavery. Let us never forget that. We must acknowledge the truth of the past, so we may properly learn from it.

South Carolina Secession Causes

Declarations of Causes: South Carolina

Formation of the Confederacy

www.sonofthesouth.net/leefoundation/secession_causes.htm
“Below we present the text of the December 24, 1860 South Carolina "Causes of Secession" document which could be considered roughly equivalent to a Declaration of Independence for South Carolina.  The official Secession, which was a brief statement, 

had been issued four days earlier.”

South Carolina Secedes -- December 20, 1860

http://millercenter.org/academic/americanpresident/events/12_20
[ emphasis added ]   

"On December 20, 1860, a secession convention called by the South Carolina legislature voted unanimously, 169-0, to secede from the United States.  After the election of Abraham Lincoln on November 6, 1860, South Carolinians perceived a threat to their slave system that Congressional compromise could not pacify. One South Carolina writer observed, "the Secessionist Party of 1860 is literally and emphatically the State itself."    

"The secession movement in South Carolina was explosive. Leaders mobilized citizens and held torch light processions. Fiery speeches by prominent Carolinians complemented the fireworks and rockets that were set off. While many Unionists in the upper South attempted compromise, South Carolina politicians fanned the flames of "popular excitement" over secession." ... Few who supported secession in South Carolina hesitated to act.  Francis W. Pickens, who became South Carolina's new governor in December, announced the state's secession on December 24.     

"In his annual message to Congress, President James Buchanan repudiated any state's right to secede but blamed the South Carolina secession movement on the "long-continued and intemperate interference of the Northern people with the question of slavery." "

South Carolina

Secession Convention

November ~ December 1860 

www.wadehamptoncamp.org/hist-sc.html
[ emphasis added ]    

"The delegates adopted several proposals including a law allowing anyone resigning from the United States Military 

to receive the same rank in the Commonwealth. They resolve that all previously federal-owned properties in the State were now South Carolina-owned properties, and the Convention calls on the federal government to restore South Carolina authority to Forts Moultrie and Sumter, the Charleston Arsenal, and Castle Pinckney. On Christmas Eve, 

1860, the Convention adopted a Declaration of the Immediate Causes of Secession which would be distributed to the other slave-holding states. Also on this day, Governor Francis W. Pickens proclaimed Independence, Freedom, and Sovereignty for South Carolina. South Carolina had, until the end, abided by the Constitution which 

the northern states had trodden underfoot, and Abraham Lincoln would further abuse. South Carolina followed the 

Tenth Amendment in its secession process and therefore had a constitutionally legal right to declare their independence. 

Civil War Timeline / Chronology for 1860

http://blueandgraytrail.com/year/1860
A SUMMARY OF THE STATES THAT SECEDED FROM THE UNION

www.tngenweb.org/campbell/hist-bogan/secessedStates.html
[ emphasis added ]    

"On November 6, 1860, Abraham Lincoln was elected the sixteenth President of the United States. His election to the presidency was the final blow to the South and led directly to the break up of the Union. Five months after his election, 

the North and South were engrossed in a bloody civil war. This was the culmination over thirty years of debate 

about the slavery and extension of slavery into new territories."

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

Repentance for the sins of our forefathers is Biblical.  

Every family represented by the 171 signers of the SC Ordinance of Secession (170 delegates plus the Clerk of the Convention), in keeping with Nehemiah, chapter 1; Nehemiah, chapter 9; and Daniel, chapter 9; if they have not 

done so already, should repent for the sin of their forefather in putting his name to this abominable document of pride and rebellion to protect South Carolina's "state's right" [sic] to unbiblical American Slavery, an action that led to the horrific loss of 600,000+ American lives in the ensuing War Between Americans (1861-1865).  

Any remaining Christian denomination(s) which defended or protected Slavery, which has(have) not yet repented, should also repent.  Any State governments of the 11 seceding States which have not yet repented, should also repent.  Any cities which had slave markets, such as Charleston and Columbia, SC, which have not yet repented, should repent.  Any families which owned slaves, especially planters, which have not yet repented, should repent.  

And, any black civic and religious leaders, or individuals who may have harbored unforgiveness and bitterness in their heart (however justified to the natural mind) toward whites, should also repent, lest they become victims spiritually at their own hand (Matthew 18:21-35, KJB).

As Americans, we should all repent, because these men were our political forefathers.  Repentance for the sins of our forefathers is Biblical. 

Righteousness cannot be done in a land of forgetfulness.

(see Psalm 88:12, KJB). 

Steve Lefemine

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

George Mason 1787 Constitutional Convention quote:

George Mason ('Father of the Bill of Rights'), Virginia delegate, August 22, 1787, in the Constitutional Convention:

"Every master of slaves is born a petty tyrant.  They bring the judgement of heaven upon a country.  

As nations can not be rewarded or punished in the next world they must be in this.  By an inevitable chain of causes & effects providence punishes national sins, by national calamities."

The Debates in the Federal Convention of 1787

by James Madison

www.constitution.org/dfc/dfc_0822.htm
www.adena.com/adena/usa/rv/rv009.htm
www.partyof1776.net/p1776/fathers/Mason%20George/quotes/contents.html
www.christianheritagemins.org/articles/Founding%20Fathers'%20Anti-slavery%20Addresses%20and%20Legislation.htm
Spoken prophetically in 1787, the national sin of American Slavery brought National Calamity, at the Hand of God, 

in the 1861-1865 War Between Americans (War Between the States, Civil War), killing over 600,000 Americans.  

And so it is today, the national sin of Child-Murder/Sacrifice-by-"Abortion" is bringing judgment and calamity 

upon America now, and unless repented of, especially by Christians (for the sins of both commission and omission, including failing to do all that is possible to ESTABLISH JUSTICE and END the killing), will bring 

National Calamity and destruction of today's America, at the Hand of God.     

Establish Personhood now !

Steve Lefemine

"As much as I value a union of all the States, I would not admit the Southern States into the Union unless 

they agree to the discontinuance of this disgraceful trade [slavery]."    

- United States Founding Father, "Father of the Bill of Rights", Constitutional Convention Delegate, George Mason, 

"Elliot's Debates", Vol. III, pp. 452-454, June 15, 1788 

www.partyof1776.net/p1776/fathers/Mason%20George/quotes/contents.html
_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

AMERICA - A NATION UNDER DIVINE JUDGMENT.

2 Chronicles 7:14 - God's remedy for America to be healed is for we who are 

CHRISTIANS to REPENT !

"If My people [Christians], which are called by My Name, shall humble themselves, and pray,

and seek My Face, and turn from their wicked ways [sins of commission and omission]; then 

will I hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin, and will heal their land [America, or any nation]."   

2 Chronicles 7:14

If child-murder-by-abortion were to end today in America, there would still remain the need to REPENT 

for all the innocent blood which has already been shed (over 52 Million murdered by surgical abortion alone, 

not counting the likely multiple times that number chemically aborted by dual action contraceptive/abortifacient 

"birth control" pills, Depo-Provera, etc., ad nauseam).

Numbers 35:33; Jeremiah 19:3-5; Psalm 106:37-44; 2 Kings 24:1-4 (KJB) - the shedding of innocent blood (e.g., child-murder/sacrifice-by-"abortion") incurs the righteous judgment of God upon a nation.

There is corporate bloodguilt upon the land, and upon we who dwell in America, for the 

52+ Million pre-born human beings slaughtered in their mothers' wombs by surgical abortion, 

and for perhaps multiple times that amount destroyed by chemical abortion (including immoral

"Birth Control" pills, which act both contraceptively and abortifaciently).

Genesis 4:10; Exodus 20:13; Deuteronomy 19:10; Deuteronomy 21:1-9; Proverb 6:16,17;

Jeremiah 26:15; Ezekiel 35:6; Hosea 4:2; Matthew 26:24,25 (KJB).  

For those who need to come out of denial about the gruesome nature of child-murder-by-"abortion" - view the video

of the commission of an actual child-murder-by-"abortion" at:  www.AbortionNo.org
- or look at pictures at:  www.abortionno.org/index.php/abortion_pictures/
[ CCL Note:  The Center for Bio-Ethical Reform (CBR) is unfortunately also an ecumenical organization, 

                      yoking with followers of the false religion of Rome. ] 

"America Repent" (music video)

Contemporary Christian Artist:  Tim Juillet      

www.youtube.com/watch?v=hLlOdkO9jak
Video (4:34)   Views:  483

www.youtube.com/watch?v=pvu6hHLSpzk
Video (4:32)   Views:  4,506 

From:  www.ChristianLifeandLiberty.net, "Events" page:

FIFTH ANNUAL "REPENTANCE FOR BLOODGUILT" OUTDOOR WORSHIP SERVICE IN COLUMBIA, SC 

(since January 2003) 

Sunday, January 21, 2007, South Steps, SC State House, Columbia, South Carolina

http://christianlifeandliberty.net/REP07-05.doc
Just as the national sin of American slavery brought God's judgment of war upon both the North and the South 

in 1861, so is the national sin of child-murder-by-"abortion" bringing war, terrorism, domestic violence, illegal immigration (foreign invasion), economic hardship (and potential economic catastrophe), national deficits, national debt, tyrannical rulers (Psalm 106:37-44, KJB), etc., as divine judgments upon our rebellious, wicked nation today (Psalm 9:17, Proverb 14:34, KJB).

When child-murder-by-"abortion" ends one day in America (when Christian pro-lifers stop following the 

false leadership (Isa. 3:12, Isa. 9:16, KJB) of the National Right to Life Committee, originally founded under the auspices of the American Roman Catholic Bishops [ appointed by the Pope ], in incessantly finding new ways to incrementally "regulate" child-murder, instead of applying God's requirement for Biblical JUSTICE to END abortion), there will still remain the need for the Nation, the States, the Churches, Families, and Individuals, throughout America, to Repent, because if child-murder-by-"abortion" were to end TODAY (December 1, 2010), there 

would still be a need to REPENT for the 52 Million+ already murdered (and this does not count the likely 

multiple tens of millions aborted chemically by "Birth Control" pills, Depo-Provera, etc., ad nauseam.  

Just as there is the need for the Nation, the States, the Churches, Families, and individuals of both the North and South, 

to Repent, where it has not been done already, for the national sin of slavery, which was not ENDED until 1865 by the 

13th Amendment to the U.S. Constitution, after Americans fought our most costly war (over 600,000 dead), against each 

other !!!  The 13th Amendment stopped the perpetration of the sin and crime of American slavery, but that's not the same 

as repenting, saying we as a nation are sorry, for what had already been done during 250 years (from colonial Jamestown, VA until 1865) of "unrequited toil," as Lincoln said in his March 4, 1865 Second Inaugural Address.

The Southern Baptist Convention repented in its 1995 national convention in Atlanta, GA, for slavery and racism.  

Resolution On Racial Reconciliation On The 150th Anniversary Of The Southern Baptist Convention

www.sbc.net/resolutions/amResolution.asp?ID=899
June 1995 

Leaders of the pro-abortion, pro-sodomite, women-priests-ordaining, apostate Episcopal Church USA apologized "for their ancestors' slave ownership" in a "solemn repentance service" in Philadelphia, PA in October 2008.  

In February 2007, the Virginia state legislature also apologized:

Virginia state lawmakers pass slavery apology

www.usatoday.com/news/nation/2007-02-24-virginia-slavery_x.htm
Child-murder-by-"abortion" is a national sin.    

9-11 was a national calamity.  

More and greater divine judgment is coming upon America, unless we repent of the national sin of "abortion". 

If we will not repent of the national sin of "abortion", then the America of today will be destroyed, just as God destroyed

the kingdom of Judah, with successive waves of foreign invasion in 605 BC, 597 BC, and 586 BC (2 Kings, chapters 24 and 25).  We've already been attacked on September 11, 2001.  Consider the undeclared / unconstitutional wars, calamities, and other dangers America has suffered since 9-11:  War in Afghanistan (2001 to today), War in Iraq (2003 to today), Katrina (2005), ongoing Illegal Immigration (Foreign) Invasion, Economic "Great Recession" (?).  

What will it be next, America ?  What will it be next, Church ?  

Repentance finally, or further and greater divine judgment ?

Abraham Lincoln, President, March 4, 1865 Second Inaugural Address:

www.bartleby.com/124/pres32.html
"One-eighth of the whole population were colored slaves, not distributed generally over the 

Union, but localized in the southern part of it. These slaves constituted a peculiar and 

powerful interest. All knew that this interest was somehow the cause of the war." 

"If we shall suppose that American slavery is one of those offenses which, in the providence 

of God, must needs come, but which, having continued through His appointed time, He now wills 

to remove, and that He gives to both North and South this terrible war as the woe due to 

those by whom the offense came, shall we discern therein any departure from those divine 

attributes which the believers in a living God always ascribe to Him? Fondly do we hope, fervently 

do we pray, that this mighty scourge of war may speedily pass away. Yet, if God wills that it 

continue until all the wealth piled by the bondsman's two hundred and fifty years of 

unrequited toil shall be sunk, and until every drop of blood drawn with the lash shall 

be paid by another drawn with the sword, as was said three thousand years ago, so still

it must be said "the judgments of the Lord are true and righteous altogether."  " 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

In spite of all his failings, Lincoln was right in his March 4, 1865 Second Inaugural Address,

when he said God gave "this terrible war" to BOTH North and South for the offense of slavery.  

And today, God is bringing (increasing) divine judgment on America in the year 2010,

for our ongoing, unrepented, national sin of child-murder/sacrifice-by-"abortion".

As America considers the twin major national security issues of:   

1) Millions of illegal aliens having already entered our country, and 

2) The disaster from the undeclared, and therefore unconstitutional, and therefore illegal; 

   as well as unjustified (no 9-11 connection, no WMD's), and therefore unnecessary (not a "just" war),

   and therefore immoral; War in Iraq, REMEMBER:    

It is God alone Who can bring peace, safety, and security to a land (Leviticus 26:5,6, KJB), 

and ... Foreign invasion and War are divine consequences upon a nation, any nation, 

for the shedding of innocent blood (e.g., 2 Kings 24:1-4, KJB)...

Child-sacrifice is an offense to God.    

God says child-sacrifice defiles His sanctuary, and profanes His Holy Name.    

Leviticus 20:3, KJB    

What is the Church of the Lord Jesus Christ in America doing to Establish Justice to END this offense to our Creator ?!    

Establish Personhood now !

As has been said, it's now either Christ, or Chaos (and then Tyranny)...

"Now the Lord is that Spirit: and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty."  

2 Corinthians 3:17, KJB
Repent, Church !       Repent, America !    

__________________________________________________________________________________

No King but King Jesus! 

Declarations and Evidences of Christian Faith in America’s Colonial Charters, State Constitutions, 

and other Historical Documents during over 375 Years of American History: 1606 to 1982

www.christianlifeandliberty.net/NoKingbutKingJesus.doc
"Where there is no vision, the people perish: ..."   Proverb 29:18, KJB

"My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge:  

  because thou hast rejected knowledge, I will also reject thee,... 

  seeing thou hast forgotten the law of thy God, I will also forget thy children."   Hosea 4:6, KJB

Christ is Ruler of the Nations ! 

Psalm 2;  Psalm 24:1;  Psalm 47:7,8;  Psalm 50:12; 1 Timothy 6:15, KJB        

"For the kingdom is the LORD's:  and he is the governor among the nations."  

Psalm 22:28, KJB  

"Blessed is the nation whose God is the LORD; ..." 

Psalm 33:12a, KJB

"... I will build My church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it."  Matthew 16:18

     Jesus Christ (Yeshua Messiah)

Hallelu-Yah !

Steve Lefemine, pro-life missionary

dir., Columbia Christians for Life

PO Box 50358, Columbia, SC 29250
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