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[COLUMBIA, SC] – The “Personhood Act of South Carolina” (S.616) was introduced on Thursday, 

February 24, 2011 in the South Carolina Senate with 16 total sponsors, the most at introduction 

in the 13 years since the bill was first introduced in February 1998 (the SC “Personhood” bill has

been active in the SC House each year since; and in the SC Senate in seven of those years).

The SC Senate (www.scstatehouse.gov) has 46 seats. The 16 sponsors of S.616 when filed were:  

Republicans (12): Senators Bright, Bryant, Cromer, Davis, Fair, Grooms, Hayes, S. Martin, O'Dell,

                                Rose, Shoopman, and Thomas.

Democrats (4): Senators Jackson, McGill, Reese, and Williams.

The “Personhood Act of SC” recognizes the God-given, unalienable right to life of every human being as a legal “person” beginning at fertilization, in South Carolina law. SC Senate bill S.616, introduced by Senator Lee Bright (R-Spartanburg), states:

     “The right to life for each born and preborn human being vests at fertilization.”  and  “The rights 

       guaranteed by Article I, Section 3 of the Constitution of this State [SC], that no person shall be 

       deprived of life without due process of law, nor shall any person be denied the equal protection 

       of the laws, vest at fertilization for each born and preborn human person." 

In 2010, the first-ever SC Senate full floor vote on the SC Personhood Bill occurred April 13 when the bill’s primary sponsor, Christian pro-life Senator Lee Bright (R-Spartanburg) moved to Recall 

the bill, S.450, from the Judiciary Committee, chaired by Senator Glenn McConnell (R-Charleston), where it had been intentionally blocked by McConnell’s chosen Judiciary Subcommittee chairman, Senator Jake Knotts (R-Lexington).  Senator Knotts had refused to even hold a public hearing on 

the bill.  After a period of debate (listen) on Senator Bright’s Recall motion, an opposing motion to Table (kill) the Recall motion was proposed, which passed 24-18, thereby killing Senator Bright’s valiant effort to Recall S.450 from McConnell’s / Knotts’ Committees.  Audio and Press Release with further details about the April 13, 2010 Recall debate (including names and audio of Senators speaking in support of, and speaking against, the SC Personhood Bill) are both available on the Home Page of the CCL website: www.ChristianLifeandLiberty.net.  April 13, 2010 vote results:

24 Senators who voted for motion to Table (kill) Recall of S.450  [ i.e., against Recall of S.450 ]:

Republicans (12):  Senators Alexander, Campbell, Campsen, Cleary, Courson, Cromer, Knotts, 

                                 Leatherman, Larry Martin, McConnell, O'Dell, Peeler

Democrats (12):  Senators Anderson, Coleman, Elliott, Hutto, Land, Leventis, Lourie, Malloy, Nicholson, 

                              Pinckney, Scott, Setzler

18 Senators who voted against motion to Table (kill) Recall of S.450  [ i.e., supporting Recall of S.450 ]:

Republicans (14): Bright, Bryant, Davis, Fair, Grooms, Hayes, Shane Martin, Massey, Mulvaney, 

                                Rose, Ryberg, Shoopman, Thomas, Verdin

Democrats (4): Jackson, McGill, Reese, Williams
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