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their force, and all their kuthority, mediately or immediately, from this ori
ginal. { : L ?
But, in order to applya this to the particular exigencies of each indivi-
dual, it is still necessar} to have recourse to reason, whose office it Is to
discover, as was before observed, what the law of nature directs in every
circumstance of life, by considering what method will tend the most effec-
tually to our own substahtial happiness. And if our reason were always,
as in our first ancestor before his transgression, clear and perfect, unruffled
by passions, unclouded by prejudice, unimpaired by disease or imtempe-
rance, the task would be pleasant and easy; we should need no other
guide but this. But every man now finds the contrary in his own expe-
rience ; that his reasor {5 corrupt, and his understanding full of ignorance
and error. '
This has given manifold occasion for the benign interposition of divine
Providence, which, in compassion to the frailty, the imperfection,
[*42] and the blindness of human reason, *hath been pleased, at sun-
dry times and in divers manners, to discover and enforce its laws by
an immediate and direct-revelation. The doctrines thus delivered we call
the revealed or divine law, and they are to be found only in the holy scrip-
tures. These precepts, when revealed, are found upon comparison to be
really a part of the orighal law of nature, as they tend in all their conse-
quences to man’s felicity. But we are not from thence to conclude that
the knowledge of these truths was attainable by reason, in its present cor-
rupted state ; since we find that, until they were revealed, they were hid
from the wisdom of ages. As then the moral precepts of this law are in-
deed of the same originil with those of the law of nature, so their intrinsic
obligation is of equal strength and perpetuity. Vet undoubtedly the re-
vealed law is infinitelyt more authenticity than that meral system which
is framed by ethical writers, and denominated the natural law ; because
one is the law of nature, expressly declared so to be by God himself; the
other is only what, by ;e assistance of human reason, we imagine to be
that law.. 1f we could be as certain of the latter as we are of the former,
both would have an eqial authority ; but, till then, they can never be put
_in any competition togeiher.
' Upon these two foundations, the law of nature and the law of revela-
ition, depend all human laws ; that is to say, no human laws should be suf-
fered to contradict these. There are, it is true, a great number of indiffe-
rent points in which both the divine law and the natural leave a man at
his own liberty, but which are found necessary, for the benefit of society,
to be restrained within certain limits. And herein it is that human laws
have their greatest force and efficacy ; for, with regard to such points as
are not indifferent, hur'2n laws are only declaratory of, and act in subord{i-
nation to, the former. "o instance in the case of murder : this is expressly
forbidden by the divin, and demonstrably by the natural law; and, from
these prohibitions, aris s the true unlawfulness of this crime. Those hu-
man laws that annex a punishment to it do not at all increase its
[*43] moral guilt, or “superadd any fresh obligation, in foro conscientie, 10
abstain from its perpetration. Nay, if any human law shouid al-
low ot injoin us to cois nit it, we are bound to transgress that human law,

the children of a certain age to be slain, the be declared void by the high authority by
judge ought to resign his:offire rather than be which it was ordained. The learned judge
suxiliary to its exeeution; : t it could only himself is also of this opinion inp. 91.—Cw
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