                                  Christians for Personhood                               
                                      P.O. Box 12222, Columbia, S.C.  29211  *  (803) 400-3152          
                              God says:  “Thou shalt not kill (murder).”   Exodus 20:13, KJV
                                                       
                                                                                                                                                      April 8, 2014

To:  Senator George Campsen III, Chairman, Senate Judiciary Subcommittee for S.457
       Senator Greg Gregory, member of Senate Judiciary Subcommittee for S.457, and co-sponsor of S.457 
       Senator Greg Hembree, of Senate Judiciary Subcommittee for S.457, and co-sponsor of S.457                

Fr:  Steve Lefemine, exec. dir., Christians for Personhood  ( CP@spiritcom.net )

Cc:  
SC Senators ( 21 of 22 ) sponsoring “Personhood Act of South Carolina” - S.457 
Brett Hubler, Office of Senator Chip Campsen, 305 Gressette Bldg.
Bob Maldonado / Jane Shuler, Staff Attorneys, Senate Judiciary Committee, Gressette Bldg.
Senator Larry Martin, Chairman, Senate Judiciary Committee
Senator Paul Campbell / Senator Thomas McElveen / Senator Paul Thurmond
South Carolina Governor Nikki Haley, and Selected Others

Subj:  Multiple Legal Authorities Support Constitutionality of State-Level Personhood Legislation
              [ This letter is posted on the “Personhood Act” page of www.ChristianLifeandLiberty.net as #90. ]

     Perhaps the major legal argument against passing  State-level Personhood legislation has been the erroneous claim that such State legislation is violative of the Article VI Supremacy Clause of the U.S. Constitution.  This claim is not correct, as COL (Dr.) John Eidsmoe, Senior Counsel, Foundation for Moral Law explains, in part:

     [ Excerpts ]  "As Senior Counsel and Resident Scholar for the Foundation for Moral Law, and as one who has taught Constitutional Law I & II at various law schools for over twenty years, I have examined South Carolina S.457, believe 
it to be constitutional, and urge its passage."  continued…
  
… “The Tenth Amendment provides that "The powers not delegated to the United Stat[e]s by the Constitution, 
nor prohibited by it to the States, are reserved to the States respectively, or to the people." Wherever the Constitution delegates powers to the federal government, that is the supreme law of the land. But wherever the Constitution reserves powers to the states, that is equally the supreme law of the land. I would argue that the Constitution nowhere delegates to the federal government the power to determine when personhood begins. Therefore, the power to determine when personhood begins is by the Tenth Amendment reserved to the states, and that is the supreme law of the land."

     The full text of COL (Dr.) John Eidsmoe’s statement submitted for the March 13 hearing by Senator Chip Campsen’s
Judiciary Subcommittee is posted on the “Personhood Act” page of www.ChristianLifeandLiberty.net as #82.

     Other well-credentialed legal authorities support the constitutionality of State-level Personhood legislation 
as well, including a sitting State Supreme Court Chief Justice, and former and present Law School Deans:

- Judge Roy Moore ( the "Ten Commandments Judge" ), President Emeritus of the Foundation for Moral Law ( FML );
  and a previous (2001-2003), and the current sitting (since 2013) Chief Justice of the Alabama State Supreme Court.
  An August 2012 Amici Curiae Legal Brief filed in the U.S. Supreme Court, co-authored by Roy Moore, John Eidsmoe,
  and others, defending the Oklahoma Personhood Amendment blocked by the OK State Supreme Court from reaching 
  OK voters is posted on the “Personhood Act” page of www.ChristianLifeandLiberty.net as #14a.
  
- Herb Titus is a constitutional scholar, author, and attorney, former ( and founding ) Dean of the College of Law 
  and Government at Regent University.
  The written statement of Herb Titus submitted in support of the 2001 SC House Personhood Bill for the April 25, 2001 
  hearing by then-Representative Chip Campsen’s SC House Judiciary Constitutional Laws Subcommittee, is posted 
  on the “Personhood Act” page of www.ChristianLifeandLiberty.net as #12. [ H.3252 - "Right to Life Act of SC ] 
  
- Mathew Staver, the present Dean of the School of Law at Liberty University; and Liberty Counsel founder and chair.
  The 2009 written legal memorandum (pages 1 - 4 and 9 - 11) of Liberty Counsel in support of the November 8, 2011 
  Mississippi Personhood Constitutional Amendment, proposed as a ballot initiative, is posted on the “Personhood Act” 
  page of www.ChristianLifeandLiberty.net as #13.
  
- John Eidsmoe ( mentioned earlier ) is a former constitutional law professor at Thomas Goode Jones School of Law,   
  and at O.W. Coburn School of Law.  COL (Dr.) John Eidsmoe has offered to provide “some good reasons why the   
  Supremacy Clause should not be a barrier to a state personhood bill or amendment.”  He can be reached at the FML 
  office in Montgomery, Alabama at 334-262-1245.  [ COL Eidsmoe's e-mail address is:  eidsmoeja@juno.com ]. 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
