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ground; now she had been lifted to the supreme height of the Capitol, Walt
Whitman writing of it, "I like to stand aside and look a long, long while,
up at the dome; it comforts me somehow."
In a silence almost profound the audience now listened. Toward the
edges of the crowd they listened but couldn't hear, so far off were they.
"Every word was clear and audible as the ringing and somewhat shrill tones
of Lincoln's voice sounded over the vast: concourse," wrote Brooks. Seldom
had a President been so short-spoken about the issues of so grave an hour.
He read his carefully and deliberately prepared address:
"Fellou-countrymen: At this second appearing to take the oath of the
presidential office, there is less occasion for an extended address than there
was at the first. Then a statement, somewhat in detail, of a course to be
pursued, seemed fitting and proper. Now, at the expiration of four years,
during which public declarations have been constantly called forth on every
point and phase of the great contest which still absorbs the attention and
engrosses the energies of the nation, little that is new could be presented.
The progress of our arms, upon which all else chiefly depends, is as well
known to the public as to myself; and it is, I trust, reasonably satisfactory
and encouraging to all. With high hope for the future, no prediction in
regard to it is ventured.
"On the occasion corresponding to this four years ago, all thoughts were
anxiously directed to an impending civil war. All dreaded it-all sought to
avert it. While the inaugural address was being delivered from this place,
devoted altogether to saving the Union without war, insurgent agents were
in the city seeking to destroy it without war-seeking to dissolve the Union,
and divide effects, by negotiation. Both parties deprecated war; but one of
them would make war rather than let the nation survive; and the other
would accept war rather than let it perish. And the war came.
"One-eighth of the whole population were colored slaves, not distributed
generally over the Union, but localized in the Southern part of it. These
slaves constituted a peculiar and powerful interest. All knew that this interest was, somehow, the cause of the war. To strengthen, perpetuate, and
extend this interest was the object for which the insurgents would rend the
Union, even by war; while the government claimed no right to do more
than to restrict the territorial enlargement of it.
"Neither party expected for the war the magnitude or the duration
which it has already attained. Neither anticipated that the cause of the conflict might cease with, or even before, the conflict itself should cease. Each
looked for an easier triumph, and a result less fundamental and astounding.
Both read the same Bible, and pray to the same God; and each invokes his
aid against the other. It may seem strange that any men should dare to ask
a just God's assistance in wringing their bread from the sweat of other men's
faces; but let us judge not, that we be not judged. The prayers of both could
not be answered-that
of neither has been answered fully.
"The Almighty has his own purposes. 'Woe unto the world because of
offenses! for it must needs be that offenses come; but woe to that man by
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cometh.' If we shall suppose that American slavery is one
of those offenses which, in the providence of God, must needs come, but
which, having continued through his appointed time, he now wills to remove, and that he gives to both North and South this terrible war, as the
woe due to those by whom the offense came, shall we discern therein any
departure from those divine attributes which the believers in a living God
always ascribe to him?
"Fondly do we hope-fervently do we pray-that this mighty scourge of
war may speedily pass away. Yet, if God wills that it continue until all the
wealth piled by the bondman's two hundred and fifty years of unrequited
foil shall be sunk, and until every drop of blood drawn with the lash shall
be paid by another drawn with the sword, as was said three thousand years
ago, so still it must be said, 'The judgments of the Lord are true and
righteous altogether.'
.
"With malice toward none; with charity for all; with firmness in the
right, as God gives us to see the right, let us strive on to finish the work we
are in; to bind up the nation's wounds; to care for him who shall have borne
the battle and for his widow, and his orphan-to do all which may achieve
and cherish a just and a lasting peace among ourselves, and with all nations."
Applause and cheers marked the sentence having the words "both parties
deprecated war," so that Lincoln paused long before adding "And the war
came." A subdued handclapping and occasional cheers punctuated other
places in the address. Reporters noticed at the final paragraph many moist
eyes and here and there tears coursing down faces unashamed of emotion.
Silence being restored after the last prolonged cheer, the President turned
toward Chief Justice Chase, performmg today the ritual conducted four
years ago by Roger B. Taney. The Chief Justice with his right hand uplifted
directed the clerk of the Supreme Court to bring forward the Bible. Then
Lincoln, laying his right hand on an open page of the Book, repeated the
oath of office after the Chief Justice: "I do solemnly swear that I will faithfully execute the office of the President of the United States, and will, to
the best of my ability, preserve, protect, and defend the Constitution of the
United States-so help me God." Then Lincoln bent forward, kissed the
Book, and arose to full height again, his authority complete to serve as President of the United States for the next four years.
Cannon boomed, cheers rang on cheers. Lincoln turned bowing in various directions, then walked into the Capitol, at a basement entrance took
his carriage, and was escorted back to the White House by a great proces·
sion. To Noah Brooks he said: "Did you notice that sunburst? It made my
heart jump." Another omen was noticed by several persons, Lieutenant Ashmun of the cavalry escort back to the White House writing that some of
his men looking skyward saw the star Venus shining clear and luminous
about two o'clock in the afternoon, "the first and only time that most of us
ever saw that star at that hour of the day." Accounts of the day mentioned
at the close of the high ceremonial "a bright star visible in the heavens."
Chief Justice Chase noted the place where the President's lips touched'
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the Bible page. Presenting the Book to Mrs. Lincoln, the Chief Justice
pointed to the pencil-marked verses kissed by the President. They were the
twenty-seventh and twenty-eighth verses of the fifth chapter of the Book
of Isaiah, reading:
"None shall be weary nor stumble among them; none shall slumber nor
sleep; neither shall the girdle of their loins be loosed, nor the latchet of their
shoes be broken:
"Whose arrows are sharp, and all their bows bent, their horses' hoofs
shall be counted like flint, their wheels like a whirlwind."
In the wide-flung comment on the second inaugural, the praise and blame
ran somewhat like that given the Gettysburg speech. Journals keyed to the
London Times agreed with its judgment that Lincoln wanted "fresh exertions and sacrifices" from his people, and "Mr. Lincoln, therefore, like a
prudent statesman, conceals his own hopes, if he cherishes any, and bids the
people, in effect, to make up their minds for another considerable term of
lighting." On the whole, the Times would say, it revealed the Federal Magistrate "more completely than many of the verbose compositions which have
proceeded from his predecessors." This left-handed compliment on brevity
was a new one from the Times. E. L. Godkin, writing from America for
his readers in the London Daily News, rebuked the "painfully absurd writers
and orators in London" who chose to misinterpret. "Mr. Lincoln," wrote
Godkin, "is perhaps the only man at the North who has never wavered, or
doubted, or abated one jot of heart or hope. He has always been calm, confident, determined, the type and embodiment of the national will."
"Everyone likes a compliment," wrote Lincoln to Thurlow Weed with
thanks for good words, and giving his own estimate of his second inaugural
address. "I expect the latter [the address1 to wear as well as-perhaps better
than-anything I have produced; but I believe it is not immediately popular.
Men are not flattered by being shown that there has been a difference of
purpose between the Almighty and them. To deny it, however, in this
case, is to deny that there is a God governing the world. It is a truth which
I thought needed to be told, and, as whatever of humiliation there is in it
falls most directly on myself, I thought others might afford for me to
tell it."
,
Like the Gettysburg Address and more particularly the House Divided
speech, the second inaugural took ..on varied meanings. To some it was a
howl for vengeance, to others a benediction and a plea-with deep music.
j. B. Jones in the Richmond war office wrote of it as a homily or sermon.
".He 'quotes Scripture for the deed' quite as fluently as our President; and
Sinceboth Presidents resort to religious justification, it may be feared the
War is about to assume a more sanguinary aspect and a more cruel nature
than ever before. God help us! The history of man, even in the Bible, is
but a series of wars. It must be thus to make us appreciate the blessings of
peace, and to bow in humble adoration of the great Father of all."
".What think you of the inaugural?" wrote Charles Francis Adams, Jr.,
,to his father. "That rail-splitting lawyer is one of the wonders of the day.

