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Rome's Jesuit Communist Dictator Fidel Castro Dead: 
  

Patriotic Cubans Celebrate in Miami; Roman Catholic Freemason Fidel Castro  
  

Jesuit-educated, Jesuit-trained, Jesuit-advised, Jesuit Temporal Coadjutor  
  

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

  
New York Times 

Fidel Castro, Cuban Revolutionary Who Defied U.S., Dies at 90 
  

Mr. Castro brought the Cold War to the Western Hemisphere, bedeviled 11 American presidents  

and briefly pushed the world to the brink of nuclear war. 
http://www.nytimes.com/2016/11/26/world/americas/fidel-castro-dies.html?_r=0 

NOV. 26, 2016 [ Excerpts, emphasis added ]  

 
Fidel Castro, the fiery apostle of revolution who brought the Cold War to the Western Hemisphere  

in 1959 and then defied the United States for nearly half a century as Cuba’s maximum leader,  
bedeviling 11 American presidents and briefly pushing the world to the brink of nuclear war, 

died on Friday. He was 90. 
  

continued... 
  

He wielded power like a tyrant, controlling every aspect of the island’s existence. He was Cuba’s “Máximo Lider.”  
From atop a Cuban Army tank, he directed his country’s defense at the Bay of Pigs. Countless details fell to him,  

from selecting the color of uniforms that Cuban soldiers wore in Angola to overseeing a program to produce a superbreed  

of milk cows. He personally set the goals for sugar harvests. He personally sent countless men to prison. 
  

continued... 
  

"Fidel was a boisterous young student who was sent away to study with the Jesuits at the Colegio de Dolores  

in Santiago de Cuba and later to the Colegio de Belén, an exclusive Jesuit high school in Havana." 
  

continued... 
  

More than 500 Batista-era officials were brought before courts-martial and special tribunals, summarily convicted and  

shot to death. The grainy black-and-white images of the executions broadcast on American television horrified viewers. 
 

Mr. Castro defended the executions as necessary to solidify the revolution. He complained that the United States had  
raised not a whimper when Mr. Batista had tortured and executed thousands of opponents.  
 

But to wary observers in the United States, the executions were a signal that Mr. Castro was not the democratic savior  

he had seemed. In May 1959, he began confiscating privately owned agricultural land, including land  

owned by Americans, openly provoking the United States government. 
  

continued... 

 

As the first waves of Cuban exiles arrived in Miami and northern New Jersey after the revolution, many were  

intent on overthrowing the man they had once supported. Their number would eventually total a million,  

many from what had been, proportionately, the largest middle class in Latin America.  
 

continued... 
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A version of this article appears in print on November 27, 2016, on page A1 of the New York edition with the headline:  

Fidel Castro Dies at 90; Cuban Revolutionary Who Defied the U.S.  

 

© 2016 The New York Times Company 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

  
Fidel Castro ( 1926 - 2016 ) 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fidel_Castro 

[ Excerpt, emphasis added ] 

  
Aged six, Castro was sent to live with his teacher in Santiago de Cuba, before being baptized into the Roman Catholic 

Church at the age of eight. Being baptized enabled Castro to attend the La Salle boarding school in Santiago, where he 

regularly misbehaved, so he was sent to the privately funded, Jesuit-run Dolores School in Santiago. In 1945 he transferred 

to the more prestigious Jesuit-run El Colegio de Belén in Havana [ CCL Note: High School ]. 
  

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

   

 
 
  

POLITICAL ACTIVIST AND PRIEST - FIDEL CASTRO AND HIS JESUIT MENTOR 
http://www.jesuit.org.uk/political-activist-and-priest-fidel-castro-and-his-jesuit-mentor 

22 Aug 2016 [ Excerpts, emphasis added ] 

 
"... Fidel Castro - who celebrated his 90th birthday last week - was educated by the Jesuits." 

  
"Fidel Castro wasn’t the best student. Known for being a troublemaker, he was taught in two other schools  

before being sent to study under the Jesuits - first in the city of Santiago, and then in the famed Colegio de Belen  

in the capital, Havana, where he met a mentor who influenced his attitude for life." 

  
"Amando Llorente SJ was born in Spain on August 24th 1918, and followed his older brother, already a Jesuit 

missionary, into the Jesuit Order. He was a 24-year-old Jesuit novice when he was sent to Cuba in 1942 to finish        

his formation. Whilst he was a teacher at the preparatory school, he met the rebellious Fidel Castro, who excelled 

under his tutelage." 

  
continued... 
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Roman Catholic Jesuit Communist Dictator Fidel Castro and Rome's Pope John Paul II 
    

 
  

Pope John Paul II visited Havana in 1998. The pope spoke about the lack of basic freedoms in Cuba, but also called  

the United States embargo “unjust and ethically unacceptable.”  Credit - Pool photo by Paul Hanna  

 

Fidel Castro, Cuban Revolutionary Who Defied U.S., Dies at 90 

http://www.nytimes.com/2016/11/26/world/americas/fidel-castro-dies.html?_r=0 

NOV. 26, 2016  

 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

  
"... Jesuit Fidel Castro ..."  ("VATICAN ASSASSINS", by Eric Jon Phelps, 2004, p. 627)  [ www.vaticanassassins.org ] 

  
"... the [ Knights of Malta ] Order has established formal diplomatic relations with Cuba, presently oppressed by  

that Jesuit-trained, Jesuit Temporal Coadjutor, ... fascist military dictator - that Communist Roman Catholic 

son of the [ Roman Catholic, false ] Church - Fidel Castro."  (p. 253) 

  
"Jesuit-trained Fidel Castro's merciless, absolutist, Jesuit-controlled dictatorship."  (p. 572) 

  
"Castro, having been educated by the Jesuits for seven years, was advised during the revolution  

by a Jesuit [ Roman Catholic ] priest, Armando Llorente." (p. 633) 

  

 

http://www.nytimes.com/2016/11/26/world/americas/fidel-castro-dies.html?_r=0
http://www.nytimes.com/2016/11/26/world/americas/fidel-castro-dies.html?_r=0
http://www.vaticanassassins.org/


 
    

[ Photo caption ] 

"Brother Oliver Stone, S.J. [Society of "Jesus" [sic], Jesuits], and Brother Fidel Castro S.J. [Society of "Jesus" [sic], 
Jesuits], 2002"  (p. 633) 
 

"Indeed, a picture is worth a thousand words! Here we have Temporal Coadjutor and movie mogul Oliver Stone 

speaking with his Brother Temporal Coadjutor and mass-murdering absolutist Cuban dictator, Fidel Castro ... Both 

of these wealthy "lay brothers" have known each other since 1987 and evidence faithful service to the Black Pope." 

[ the "Black Pope": the Jesuit General in Rome ]  (p. 633) 

  
"... Jesuit Temporal Coadjutor Fidel Castro ..."  (p. 183) 

  
"Freemason Castro (according to a Cuban Freemason who personally saw 33rd degree Freemason Castro  

in a [ Masonic ] lodge in Havana) ..."  (p. 570) 

    
"In 1959 Fidel Castro, the Roman Catholic Communist ... was put in power with the help of the Jesuit-controlled 

CIA.  Educated in youth and advised when he became Cuba's dictator, we read of the Jesuits shaping his mind and  

controlling his actions:  (pp. 568, 569)  

   
     ' "Fidel and Raul were sent to Santiago de Cuba [St. Ignatius of Cuba] to study under the Jesuits at the Colegio 

        Lasalle, and then to the Colegio Dolores, also Jesuit ... In 1942, Fidel was sent to Havana where he carried on                        

        with his secondary education at the Jesuit College of Belen (Bethlehem)."  [ Emphasis added ]   
        [ FN 12 - Fidel Castro, Enrique Meneses, (New York: Taplinger Publishing Co., 1966) pp. 32, 33. ] 

   
     ' "Fidel was significantly influenced by [Jesuit] Fathers [sic - Matthew 23:9, KJV] Amondo [Armando] Llorente  

        and Alberto de Castro ... De Castro admired Franco ... Fidel was very active in a Jesuit organization similar   

        to the Boy Scouts, the 'Explorers.' ... 

 
     'Fidel was trained by the Jesuits to become their representative,' says Carlos Rafael Rodriguez. 'The revolution  

     does less propaganda [promoting] for Fidel than the propaganda by the Jesuits.' ... Fidel spent eleven years in 

     [Roman] Catholic Boarding schools, seven of them in Jesuit institutions ... 'Fidel is a Jesuit first, a revolutionary  

     second, and a Marxist third.' ... He promoted the [Jesuit-controlled] Soviet system as a model ... In a way he was  

     turning Cuba into a giant Jesuit school in which he was the principal ... It is still the Jesuit school in which he  

     is the principal ... Fidel has not forgotten that the military invariably holds the ultimate power. It is perhaps  

     significant that Fidel's first title is commander in chief." '  [Emphasis added] 

     [ FN 13 - Fidel: A Biography of Fidel Castro, Peter G. Bourne, (New York: Dodd, Mead and Co., 1986)  
                    pp. 27, 28, 29, 248, 249, 302, 303. ] 

  
     ' "[Wherever] a totalitarian movement erupts, whether Communist or Nazi [fascist], a Jesuit can be found in  

     the role of 'adviser' or leader; in Cuba [it was] Castro's Father [sic - Matthew 23:9, KJV] Armando [Amondo]  

     Llorente ..." ' " 

     [ FN 14 - The "Federal" Reserve Conspiracy and Rockefellers, Emanuel M. Josephson,   

                     (New York: Chedney Press, 1968) p. 72. ] 

  

"VATICAN ASSASSINS", by Eric Jon Phelps, 2004; Block I - (1540-1773), Chapter 12, The Jesuits - 1600-1750;  

Block II - (1773-1814), Chapter 19, The Jesuits - 1801-1814; Block IV - (1914-2000), Chapter 40, The Jesuits - 1959-1962;  

Chapter 46, The Jesuits - 1964-2000.  [ Emphasis added ]   

[ www.vaticanassassins.org ] 

 
[ CCL: Use of selected VaticanAssassins.org material does not signify complete agreement with source on all topics] 
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Roman Catholic Jesuit Communist Dictator Fidel Castro and Rome's Pope Benedict XVI 
 

 
  

The Jesuit Vatican New World Order 

http://vaticannewworldorder.blogspot.com/2012/04/fidel-castro-of-cuba-profile-of.html 

Friday, 6 April 2012  
  

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

    
Cubans in Miami, Florida celebrated upon news of Dictator Fidel Castro's death: 

  
Former Cuban leader Fidel Castro dies aged 90 

http://www.reuters.com/article/us-cuba-castro-idUSKBN13L044 

Sun Nov 27, 2016 [ Excerpts, emphasis added ] 

 

"Fidel Castro, the Cuban revolutionary who built a communist state on the doorstep of the United States  

and for five decades defied U.S. efforts to topple him, died on Friday. He was 90."  

  
 "... in Miami, where many exiles from Castro's government live, a large crowd waving Cuban flags cheered,  

danced and banged on pots and pans to celebrate the passing of a man they loathed." 

 
"A Jesuit-educated lawyer, Fidel Castro led the revolution that ousted U.S.-backed dictator Fulgencio Batista  

on Jan. 1, 1959." 

 
"Hundreds of thousands of Cubans fled the island." 

 
" "The dictator Fidel Castro has died, the cause of many deaths in Cuba, Latin America and Africa," said  

Jose Daniel Ferrer, leader of the island's largest dissident group, the Patriotic Union of Cuba." 

 

© 2016 Reuters. All Rights Reserved. 
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______________________________________________________________________ 

   
Crowds flood streets of Miami's Little Havana to cheer Castro's death 

http://www.cnn.com/2016/11/26/us/miami-fidel-castro-death-reaction/ 

Sat November 26, 2016  [ Excerpts ] 

 

"Miami (CNN) - News of Fidel Castro's death was quick to reach Miami, the center of the Cuban exile community,  

where an outpouring of emotion brought jubilant crowds onto the streets of Little Havana." 

 

"It was a party decades in the making, and you could hear it before you could see it." 

 

"Brandishing pots and pans, hundreds of elated Cubans paraded through the Miami neighborhood of Little Havana  

on Saturday night. They waved the Cuban flag as they cheered the death of a man who defined the lives of so many  

through decades in exile in the United States." 

 

"The party was still going strong Saturday evening, more than 12 hours after the news of Castro's death  

was first announced on Cuban TV."  

 

"All Saturday there were waves of celebrations in Little Havana as people cheered and sang along with festive music."  

 

" "This is a celebration, but in a way, not a celebration of a death -- but it's a celebration, hopefully, of a beginning  

of liberty that we are all waiting for, for many years," one reveler born in Cuba told CNN." 

 

" "The hope is that not just because Fidel died, but also hopefully it opens up the people in Cuba a little bit more 

 to go against what's happening there." " 

 

"Many families have suffered decades of separation, he said, with those who left unable to return." 

 

"Denise Castro (no relation) says her family isn't celebrating Fidel Castro's death per se -- they're celebrating the idea  

that "a piece of that old Communism is dead with him." " 

 

"But she acknowledged that it was too late for many of the victims of Castro's regime." 

 

[ caption ] 

"Leeza Fortunato was born in Cuba and came to Miami during the Mariel boatlift in 1980 with her mom and dad,  

a political prisoner who spent 10 years in one of Castro's jails. "My dad died earlier this year," Fortunato says.  

"If he was still alive, he would be here celebrating. I'm here to honor him." #LittleHavana" 

 

"Another Cuban-American, born in Miami, told CNN he saw this as a "great moment, not to celebrate the death  

of somebody but to celebrate freedom," particularly for the many political prisoners still held in Cuba." 

 

" "I would love to go to Cuba, a free Cuba. Right now Cuba is not free. And so the hope is -- and I think the celebrations  

here show -- everybody here hopes for a free Cuba soon and for human rights on the island to come to pass." " 

 

"Some Cuban exiles have waited years to mark this moment, with many false alarms along the way."  

 

"Miami-Dade County's mayor, Carlos A. Gimenez, said Castro's death "closes a very painful chapter" for Cubans and  

Cuban-Americans "affected by his cruel and brutal dictatorship." " 

 

"He said he hoped a "free and democratic Cuba" would emerge but cautioned that Fidel's younger brother,  

President Raul Castro, remained in charge of "one of the world's most repressive governments." " 

 

"Painful decades of exile" 

 

"Those out on the streets included Cuban-Americans of all ages, including some who first came from Cuba  

in 1959 after Castro's revolutionaries ousted dictator Fulgencio Batista." 

 

"Others left in the following decades, many joining their fellow exiles in Miami and elsewhere in the United States." 

 

"More than 260,000 Cubans left in a US-organized airlift between 1965 and 1973. In 1980, Castro let another 125,000 leave  

in the chaotic Mariel boatlift. Among them were criminals released from Cuban jails who brought a violent crime wave  

to Florida. At other times, desperate Cubans fled the island nation in makeshift boats across the treacherous Straits of Florida.  

Thousands died from drowning or exposure to the brutal Caribbean sun." 
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"Few who left back in 1959 would have believed Fidel Castro would hang on to power for so long, only ceding the presidency  

to his brother Raul in recent years." 

 

"Speaking alongside other lawmakers from Florida, Rep. Mario Diaz-Balart, who is Cuban-American, said, "Today is a reminder  

of how inevitable it is that the Castro dictatorship will soon enough be a nightmare of the past." " 

 

© 2016 Cable News Network. Turner Broadcasting System, Inc. All Rights Reserved.  
  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

   
Human rights in Cuba 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Human_rights_in_Cuba 

[ Excerpts ] 
  

- Political executions 

- Refugees 

According to the US government, some 1,200,000 Cubans (about 10% of the current population) left the island  

for the United States between 1959 and 1993, often by sea in small boats and fragile rafts.  

- Forced labor camps and abuse of prisoners 

- Political abuse of psychiatry 

- Political repression 

- Censorship 

- Restrictions of assembly 

- Torture of prisoners 
  

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Cuban exile 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cuban_exile 

[ Excerpts, emphasis added ] 
  

"The term "Cuban exile" refers to the many Cubans who fled from or left the island of Cuba. These peoples consist of       
two primary groups loosely defined by the period of time occurring before and after the Mariel boat lift of the 1980s.         

The pre-Mariel group consisted of the mostly middle and upper classes of the island who fled due to fear of widespread 

reprisals after the communist takeover led by Fidel Castro in the late 1950s-1970s. The people in this group were mainly 
seeking political asylum. The second group consists of those peoples who emigrated from Cuba during and after the period   

of the Mariel boat lift of the 1980s. By and large, the majority of these peoples were, and are, economic migrants. The 

phenomenon date back to the Ten Years' War and the struggle for Cuban independence during the 19th century. In modern 

times, the term refers to the large exodus of Cubans to the United States since the 1959 Cuban Revolution." 
  

"More than 1.5 million Cubans of all classes and racial groups have left the island for the United States (especially 

Florida), and other countries."  
  

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

    
The Cuban Rafter Phenomenon 

http://balseros.miami.edu/ 
[ Excerpt ] 

 

"Welcome to The Cuban Rafter Phenomenon. In this digital archive you can explore the experiences of tens of thousands  

of citizens who left Cuba in small boats, homemade rafts and other unusual craft. Currently the site focuses on those 

who precipitated and participated in one specific sea exodus – the raft crisis of 1994. Through photos, videos, bibliography,  
primary documents and narratives the site examines the 1994 crisis and, by extension, begins to investigate the nature  

of the larger theme of post-1980 Cuban migration. Over time, the site will grow to include many aspects and incidents  

in post-1980 migration including the Mariel boatlift, visa lottery and internal population shifts in Cuba. (1)" 
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Roman Catholic Jesuit Communist Dictator Fidel Castro and Rome's Jesuit Pope Francis  
 

 
  

In this Sunday, Sept. 20, 2015 photo, [ CCL: JESUIT ] Pope Francis meets Fidel Castro in Havana, Cuba.  

(Credit: AP Photo/Alex Castro.)  

 

How Fidel’s faith remained a mystery to the end 
https://cruxnow.com/global-church/2016/11/26/fidels-faith-remained-mystery-end/  

November 26, 2016  
  

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
CASTRO'S CONNECTIONS WITH JESUITISM 

http://www.puritans.net/news/castro.htm       

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

          
FIDEL CASTRO OF CUBA “Profile Of Undercover Jesuit” 

http://fliphtml5.com/ibwv/sdcf/basic 

2015-04-28 [ Excerpt ] 
 

FIDEL CASTRO OF CUBA “Profile Of Undercover Jesuit” MAGNIFIED BY WORLD HISTORY WORLD HISTORY  
will inform us that FIDEL CASTRO of Cuba is an undercover Jesuit. The hidden history about him is known by  

few competent world historians. The loyalty of this man is to serve the will of the Jesuit General (Society Of Jesus)  

w/ H.Q. in the VATICAN ROMA.  
 

continued... 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Stalin & Castro: The Jesuit Connection 

https://zaidpub.com/2011/11/03/stalin-castro-the-jesuit-connection/ 

03 November 2011  [ Excerpts ] 
 

 
- Castro shaking hands with his boss, Grandmaster and Prince of the Sovereign Military Order of Malta,  

  Andrew Willoughby Ninian Bertie  

 

The facts are that the Vatican and her Jesuits were deeply involved in fomenting not only World War I, but also World War II.  

During World War II the Vatican supported not only Nazi Germany, but also the other Fascist regimes in Europe, such as  

Mussolini’s Fascist Italy and the Catholic-Fascist state of Croatia. In fact, Roman Catholic Knight of Malta Franz von Papen  

and the Roman Catholic Centrum (or, Zentrum) Party in Bavaria put Hitler into power! On the other side of the European continent,  

we find a Jesuit-trained monster named Joseph Stalin running the Soviet Union during World War II, with help from his Jesuit-trained  

friend, Cardinal Gregory Agagianian. (Both were trained by Jesuits who taught at the seminary in Tiflis, Soviet Georgia.)  
 

continued... 
 

Fidel Castro was born in the village of Brian in Cuba on August 13, 1926 into a rich family, the son of Angel Castro, who was  

a Spanish immigrant, and his cook Lina Ruz Gonzalez. In his early life Fidel Castro went to Jesuit schools and from there  

he attended the Jesuit preparatory school Colegio Belen in Havana.  
 

Controlled Opposition Fidel Castro was trained in Jesuit schools for seven years, put in power by the Jesuit’s Knights of Malta-controlled  

Skull and Bones CIA, and advised by a Jesuit, Fr. Armando Llorente during the revolution. Today, Castro continues to be subservient to  

78th Grandmaster and Prince of the Sovereign Military Order of Malta Andrew Willoughby Ninian Bertie, cousin of Queen Elizabeth. 
 

continued... 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
  

Fidel Castro 

http://www.whale.to/c/fidel_castro.html 

[ Excerpts ] 
 

Quotes 
Fidel Castro was born in the village of Brian in Cuba on August 13, 1926 into a rich family, the son of Angel Castro, who was a Spanish 

immigrant, and his cook Lina Ruz Gonzalez. In his early life Fidel Castro went to Jesuit schools and from there he attended the Jesuit 

preparatory school Colegio Belen in Havana.  http://www.wwwk.co.uk/people/politicians/fidel-castro.htm  
 

Controlled Opposition Fidel Castro was trained in Jesuit schools for seven years, put in power by the Jesuit’s Knights of Malta-controlled 

Skull and Bones CIA, and advised by a Jesuit, Fr. Armando Llorente during the revolution. Today, Castro continues to be subservient to 

78th Grandmaster and Prince of the Sovereign Military Order of Malta Andrew Willoughby Ninian Bertie, cousin of Queen Elizabeth.  

http://aftermathnews.wordpress.com/2007/09/12/fidel-castro-says-us-fooled-world-over-911/  
 

continued... 
 

Castro studied in Jesuit schools in Oriente and in Havana, where one of his high school teachers, Father Armando Llorente,  

recalled him as "motivated, proud, different from the others'.   
 

continued... 
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Moreover, it seems that the Jesuit's efforts in nurturing the monster were not by mistake, but by design. Argentinean journalist Alfredo 

Muñoz Unsaín, for many years Havana's correspondent for France Press, tells a quite revealing story. Father Padre Arrupe visited Cuba   

in the early 1980s, and Muñoz Unsaín had the opportunity of talking to him on several occasions. In one of them, recalls the reporter,     

the Black Pope gave him the classic Jesuit spiel, ending by telling that he was very pleased with the work of the Jesuits in Latin America, 

particularly of the many important disciples they have developed who later reached prominent positions in all walks of life. "Well, I guess 

you are not proud of all of them," retorted Unsaín, and added, "Don't forget that Fidel Castro was one of your disciples." To what Arrupe 
answered, in the classic Jesuit way, by using a question to answer another one, "And what makes you think we are not proud of Fidel 

Castro?"  http://www.amigospais-guaracabuya.org/oagsg005.php  
 

Castro, instead of being sent to an inadequate state school, went to Jesuit colleges in Santiago de Cuba and the capital Havana.  

Santiago is the capital of Oriente Province, from which the rebellion against Spain was launched. Havana was even then a centre  
of political and social corruption. The contrast and the lesson must have their impact on the growing boy.   

http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/1959/jan/11/cuba#article_continue   [ continued... ] 
 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
    
RNS - Religion News Service 

Fidel Castro, Jesuit-influenced Marxist revolutionary 

http://religionnews.com/2016/11/26/fidel-castro-jesuit-influenced-marxist-revolutionary/  

November 26, 2016 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Aug. 13, 1926 – Fidel Castro is born into a moderately affluent family of sugar cane plantation owners and baptized  

as a Roman Catholic. His father, Angel Castro, was a self-made immigrant from Spain who had married his maid,  

Lina Ruz, with whom he had seven children. 
 

Fidel Castro attends Catholic elementary school and graduates from Belen, a Mass-every-morning prep school  

in Havana run by Jesuit [ CCL: Roman Catholic ] priests. 
 

Castro would say later that the faith offered at Belen was “very dogmatic” and describe himself as having been  

a restless student. Nonetheless, he said Jesuits “influenced me with their strict organization, their discipline  

and their values. … They influenced my sense of justice.” 
 

1959 – Castro takes power by leading a Marxist revolution. He bans religious celebrations, closes down more than  
400 Catholic schools, including Belen, seizes church properties, and jails and expels Catholic priests. 
 

1962 – The Vatican, which had excommunicated all Catholics involved with communist groups in its 1949 Decree  

Against Communism, adds Fidel Castro to the list of those ejected from the church. 
 

1976 – A decade and a half after the revolution, Cuba adopts a constitution which declares the country to be an atheist state. 
 

1991 – Castro has the constitution amended to redefine Cuba as a secular state. The Communist Party allows  

religious believers to become members. 
 

1985 – Castro meets a delegation of visiting U.S. bishops and praises Christian values such as sacrifice, austerity and humility. 

“I told them that if they organized a state in accord with Christian precepts, they’d create one similar to ours,” he would later tell             

the Brazilian Dominican friar Frei Betto. 
 

1996 – Fidel Castro visits the Vatican. During a 35-minute meeting, the Cuban leader tells St. John Paul II: ” 

Your Holiness [ CCL: sic ], I expect to see you soon in Cuba.” 
 

1998 – St. [ CCL: sic ] John Paul II visits Havana and meets Castro, who wore a dark suit instead of his standard military uniform.       

The Pope talked about human rights and blasted the lack of basic freedoms in Cuba. Christmas is reinstated as a national holiday.  
 

2012 – Pope Benedict XVI visits Havana and meets Fidel, who had relinquished power to his brother Raul, after celebrating Mass           

on Revolution Square. Benedict requests that Good Friday also be recognized as an official holiday. 
 

2015 – Castro meets with Pope Francis, who is visiting Cuba on his way to the United States. The retired Cuban leader  

gives the pontiff a copy of “Fidel and Religion”  a 353-page book based on 23 hours of interviews between him and Betto. 
 

Nov. 25, 2016 – Castro’s death is announced on state television by his brother Raul. Pope Francis calls the death “sad news.” 
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