Yes, it will be painful and controversial.
Yes, people will be hurt and some of them will go
away mad.

(any pastors hope AT "

Pastors For Life believes one of the reasons God has

thﬂt ﬁlﬂ [a5tIE Uf EhBﬂ“[:iﬂ Hhﬂl‘tll]ﬂ allowed surgical abortion to go on so long in our coun-
: try is because of the Church’s failure to address the sin
will not have to e addressed. of chemical abortion, It will be difficult to take the
s § i speck of surgical abortion out of the world’s eye when
i “’Iat I8 lmshful thlﬂhlﬂﬂ we have the log of chemical abortion in our own eye.

We are thankful that there is a group, Pharmacists

1 i . For Life International, that is dedicated to telling the
J truth about chemical abortion. The specific informa-
The 1ssue will be raised :
ﬂle l]llEStil]ll IS, tion discussed here has come from them.
| A CHALLENGE
dﬂ e hﬂVE thE BIIIH'HHE, e realize that some people will disagree

T T : with the information presented here about
SBHSItWItu, a“d mtﬂg”tu tﬂ sau birth control pills. ThEre is much scientific
(what God has to say about 1t?

research to support our position. We have :
spoken directly with Bogomir M. Kuhar, ! .
Pharm.D., founder of Pharmacists For Life H n a I a r m | ng

International, and he challenges those with .
dissenting opinions to presen% scientific I] “t S | I E nt I] attlefr u nt
In the struggle

studies showing that birth control pills do

EH[""':H”IHI ”"]IJEH] HBUH““"S 'not work in the way described here.

(EACH YEAR IN THE UNITED STATES) Pastors For Life believes we must address the issue of
chemical abortion as well as surgical abortion, begin- ;
I:“m HiGH ninginthechurch.Thisisnotagnissueoftrying%o ﬂ]r the “fE Uf the u"bﬂrn
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has focused almost entirely on surgical abor-
tion. Recently, however, that has bequn fo
change The publicity surrounding RU-486 has
caused many of us 1o think more carefully
about other forms of abortions thet are chem-
gally induced at earlier stages of pregrancy
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HJHHT |3 CHEMICAL ABORTION?

he term chemical abortion, as used here,

B means the killing of the unborn child any-

W time after fertilization, by means other than
¥ a surgical procedure.

Some might question the importance of
this issue, since we are talking about a
8 human life in the earliest stages of develop-
ment, before it even remotely resembles the
unborn child that is killed by surgical abor-
tion at 6-8 weeks.

In reply, we cannot state too strongly that abortion
kills a human being, and the scriptures do not make
any distinction between a life that is a few moments
old and a life that is a few months old.

Let us keep in mind that the Incarnation tock place
at the point of conception, the very beginning of a
human life. A lot of so-called birth control methods
would have caused the chemical abortion of Jesus
Christ. Chemically induced abortion is a serious mat-
ter. It is deeply rooted in social acceptability. It deserves
the most thoughtful concern by those who are pro-life.

Many pastors hope that the issue of chemical abor-
tion will not have to be addressed. That is wishful
thinking. The issue will be raised, the question is, do
we have the courage, sensitivity, and integrity to say
what God has to say about it?

Fastors For Life believes that using any form of so-
called birth control that kills or has the porential to kill
the unborn child after fertilization is sinful.

This includes the [.U.D., Depo-Provera, Norplant,
and other chemical combinations being used. To the
best of our knowledge, this also includes all forms of
the birth control pill currently being sold.

These pills have three mechanisms of action: 1) they
attempt to suppress ovulation, 2) they thicken the wom-
an's cervical mucus so that sperm have difficulty moving
up the reproductive tract, and 3) they induce changes in
the uterine lining so that if conception does occur,
implantation is prevented, thus inducing an abortion.

The first two actions of the pill are contraceptive in
nature. The third mechanism of action, however, is
abortifacient, that s, it kills someone.

The third mechanism comes into play whenever the
pill fails to prevent ovulation, which is between 2-10%
of the time. In those cases, if the egg is fertilized, which
occurs approximately 25% of the time, it will almost
certainly be prevented from implanting in the uterine
wall, resulting in an abortion. Sadly enough, a woman
will not even realize their child has been killed.

THE PILL AND INTENTIONALITY

v this point, many people will argue that tak-
ing the pill is all right, because the woman is
not taking the pill with the intention of caus-
ing an abortion, but rather with the intention
of preventing conception. We understand
that women may have this mindset when
they take the pill, and pastors, physicians,
and pharmacists may have this mindset
when they suggest, prescribe, or sell the pill.

The fact is, however, the pill has three well estab-
lished mechanisms of physical action, one of which
does intend to cause an abortion. This creates a contra-
diction in intentions between the woman and the pill,
which can be solved only by the woman refusing to
take a pill which has the proven potential to do some-
thing she doesn’t want it to do. Therefore, there is no
use in arguing about the intention of the user, because the
intention of the pill overrides the intention of the user.

Morally speaking, taking the pill has similarities to
playing Russian roulette. Participants in that “game”
usually do not intend to shoot themselves. Their inten-
tion is irrelevant, however, if the odds come up against
them, which will almost certainly happen if the game is
played long enough.

Over time, a woman using birth control pills runs
the definite and intentional risk of killing one or more
of her children as a result. Therefore, it is morally
unacceptable to be on the pill while engaging in sexual
intercourse.

0 THUNDERING SILENCE

i bviously, many women taking birth control

W pills are not aware that they work in several

W ways, one of which is abortifacient. Why the
W ignorance?

8l Well obviously, pharmaceutical compa-
nies are not going to highlight the abortifa-

W cient aspect of the pill. They are aware of it
and they admit to it, but for marketing pur-
poses, they have no interest in publicizing this.

- Many physicians and pharmacists have an under-
standing (vague at times) about the abortifacient aspect
of the pill. Unfortunately, most are either unconcerned
or else they are unwilling to explore the implications
about what they know. Perhaps they don’t want to deal
with the issue because they have long been prescribing
and selling the pills.

Pastors often don't know, but even when they are
made aware, they are reluctant to address the subject.
For some reason, the pill and other abortifacients are
seen as too personal a topic for pastors to address, and
so they stick with the topic of surgical abortions, which
is much easier to preach against.

The silence is literally killing us. Estimates of chemi-
cally induced abortions in the United States range from
a low of 5 million a year to a high of 9 million a year.
Even the low estimate means that chemical abortions
outnumber surgical abortions over 3 to 1!

Overleaf, a chart showing the range of chemically in-
duced abortions, based on the number of users and the
high and low range of the abortion causing mechanism.

Christians, many of them unknowingly, are aborting
their children by chemical means, and very few people
are willing to talk about it. As the prophet Hosea said,
“My people are destroyed from lack of knowledge
(Hosea 4:6).” God forgive us.

Pastors For Life believes pastors must address the
issue of chemically induced abortions. In conjunction
with Christian physicians and pharmacists, pastors
must begin educating their congregations.



