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                    Christian Pro-Lifers Win $51,000 First Amendment     

                    Settlement against City of Florence, South Carolina 

                Case stems from arrests by Florence City Police of five Christians

        for peaceably assembling and exercising free speech and freedom of religion     

       on public sidewalks without a permit from the government on August 14, 2002
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COLUMBIA, SC - In a victory for the free exercise of the God-given, Constitutionally-protected, unalienable rights 

of peaceable assembly, free speech, and freedom of religion, Christian Pro-Lifers have won a $51,000 settlement in 

a First Amendment case against the City of Florence, SC, in addition to declaratory and injunctive relief against the unconstitutional “Parade” permit requirement contained in the Florence City Ordinance on August 14, 2002.

As ordered by the United States District Court for the District of SC (Florence Division):  [emphasis added]

     “IT IS on this 3rd day of March, 2006, ORDERED AND ADJUDGED as follows:

1. This Court hereby declares that the permit requirement set out in City of Florence Code, 

      Article III, Parades § 19-40, et. seq., as it read on August 14, 2002, is unconstitutional under the 

      First Amendment to the United States Constitution.

2.   Defendants* named herein are permanently enjoined from enforcing and/or applying the   

      permit requirement set out in City of Florence Code, Article III, Parades § 19-40, et. seq., as it   

      read on August 14, 2002, to the expressive activities of Plaintiffs Steve Lefemine, Beverly Murch, 

      Linda Beckman, Randall Beckman, Dave Lytle, Jeanette Lytle, Jim Shirmer, and Dennis Green 

      on public streets, sidewalks or ways in Florence, South Carolina.” [Dave Lytle, 86, died June 2005] 

* Defendants:  City of Florence, and Chief of Police for City of Florence

The plaintiffs received a total of $16,000 in compensatory damages, and defendants paid attorney fees and expenses of $35,000 for plaintiffs’ attorney.  We praise and thank the Lord Jesus Christ (Messiah) for this outcome.  He is King of kings and Lord of lords of all men and all nations for all time (1 Timothy 6:15).
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Settlement of Federal Lawsuit against Florence, SC - Final Judgment by Consent Order – March 3, 2006 

FEDERAL CIVIL LAWSUIT FILED AGAINST FLORENCE, SC - August 6, 2004
Lefemine, et.al. v. City of Florence; Civil Action No.: 4:2004cv21807    (Disposition:  Dismissed – Settled)
FLORENCE CASE DISMISSED - Prosecution by City of Florence, SC of First Amendment Christian Pro-Life Protesters Ended After 12 Months - Press Release (9/11/03) 

CNSNEWS.COM - July 21, 2003 - "Pro-Life Protesters Seek Dismissal of Parade Permit Violations" [Cybercast News Service]
FLORENCE MORNING NEWS - July 16, 2003 - "Judge continues Florence anti-abortion protesters case"  (scroll to this article)

SC “Show the Truth - Establishing Bloodguilt” Tour - Aug. 13-18, 2002 - Tour Report (fax version, 8/23/02)
More Florence photographs (11), including Florence City Police Arresting Christians, August 14, 2002, with "South Carolina Show the Truth Tour" report  (Full Quiver Mission) 

Florence photographs (5), including Florence City Police Arresting Christians, August 14, 2002  (Life and Liberty Ministries) 

FLORENCE MORNING NEWS - August 15, 2002 - "Police arrest abortion protesters" [print edition]  (scroll to this article)

SC “Show the Truth - Establishing Bloodguilt” Tour - Aug. 13-18, 2002 - Press Release (8/5/02)
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